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Educators 
earn 
excellence 
in teaching 
awards 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


WILBRAHAM - Four mem- 
bers of the Hampden- Wilbraham 
Regional School District have re- 
cently been announced as recipi- 
ents of this year’s Pioneer Valley 
Excellence in Teaching Awards. 

Kelsey Adkins, Jennifer 
Caine, Kristen Miracle and Jo- 
anne Weisser were selected by 
a committee of local administra- 
tors and past recipients based on 
criteria related to excellence in 
teaching, professional develop- 
ment, contributions beyond the 
classroom, and respect by peers, 
parents, and students. 

Adkins, a grade 5 teacher at 
Soule Road Elementary School, 
received the Beginning Teacher 
Award. Caine is an early child- 
hood teacher at Green Meadows 
School, Miracle is a math teach- 
er at Minnechaug Regional High 
School, and Weisser is a business 
teacher at Minnechaug. 

“Tam very humbled and hon- 
ored to be chosen out of the hun- 
dreds of other dedicated educa- 
tors working in this district,” said 
Adkins. “What makes this award 
even more near and dear to my 
heart is that the teacher that in- 
spired me to be the educator I am 
today, Kristen Miracle, is also 
being honored. My role as not 
only a teacher in this district, but 
also a former student, has come 
full circle with this award.” 

Weisser echoed her senti- 
ments, adding that experience 
felt remarkable and humbling. 

“To have been nominated 
among so many other outstand- 
ing educators was truly remark- 
able as we all pursue excellence 
in our teaching profession. To 
actually receive this award is 
humbling, but clearly demon- 
strates as an educator that you 
need passion, enthusiasm about 
your subject matter, dedication, 
and always strive to develop new 
and effective ways of instruction 
to reach all learners,” she said. 

Weisser added that she per- 
sonally enjoys giving students 
opportunities to learn through 
hands-on real-life experiences 
enhancing students’ abilities on 
all levels, and Minnechaug Re- 
gional High School has allowed 
her to effectively shape students’ 
lives. 

“T am truly honored to re- 
ceive such a humbling recog- 
nition in the field of teaching. 
Education is an ever-changing, 
ever-evolving process and one 
that I believe provides opportu- 


Please see TEACHING, page 4 
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Stony Hill students ‘ STEAM 


Ahead’ with a week of 
experiences 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM — Last week was a 
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STAFF PHOTOS BY DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Wilbraham resident Rick Alvarez helps 
inspire science education to students at 
Stony Hill Elementary School as part of 
STEAM Ahead Week. 


[students] to be creative thinkers. We don’t 
want them to know it just to answer ques- 
tions on a test; we hope they can apply it, 
and this gives them a chance to see how.” 


memorable one for the students and staff 
of Stony Hill Elementary School in Wilbra- 
ham. For five consecutive days, members 
of the School Improvement Council led an 
assortment of hands-on activities that rein- 
forced to students the material they learn 
each day. 

From Feb. 24-28, the school celebrated 
“STEAM Ahead Week,’ an annual tradition 
that is now in its third year. Principal Mo- 
nique Dangleis was inspired by the display 
of creativity that she witnessed throughout 
the week. 

“We have this school-wide instructional 
focus on problem-solving,” said Dangleis. 
“Creativity is a huge part of it. We want 





Alvarez looks over the work of students as 
part of STEAM Ahead Week at Stony Hill 
Elementary School. A former toy designer, 


Rik Alvarez, a former toy designer who 
contributed to such iconic brands as Trans- 
formers and G.I. Joe, dressed as a doctor, 
donned goggles and spoke in a European 
accent as he taught children how to conduct 
electricity on the morning of Feb. 28. 

It was Alvarez who lit up the room as he 
led students through the activity, instruct- 
ing them on how to generate an electrical 
current through the use of basic materials 
found at home. He explained what moti- 
vated him to contribute to STEAM Ahead 
Week. 

“We’re trying to bring new ideas about 
science to kids and get them excited about 


he taught the children about electricity. 


Please see STEAM, page 5 


District faces $2.1M budget shortfall i in FY21 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -—- _ Some 
bleak news awaits residents of 
Hampden and Wilbraham this 
year, as officials begin their an- 
nual budget process. With sub- 
stantial increases to mandated 
expenses and a continued dis- 
trict enrollment decline, school 
officials warn this year, cuts will 
be felt all the way to the class- 
room. 

State and local officials 
gathered in the Information 
Resource Commons Monday 
evening, March 2 for a budget 
roundtable meeting with the 
Hampden-Wilbraham Region- 
al School Committee. The full 
Boards of Selectmen for each 
town, as well as Hampden Advi- 
sory Committee Co-Chair Doug 
Boyd, Wilbraham Finance Com- 


mittee Chairman Carolyn Bren- 
nan, as well as Hampden’s state 
Rep. Brian Ashe (D-Longmead- 
ow), Wilbraham’s Rep. Angelo 
Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield) and 
Sen. Eric Lesser (D-Longmead- 
ow) were on hand for the discus- 
sion. 

“We’re working with our 
administrative team and _ final- 
izing what reductions we’re go- 
ing to make,” Superintendent of 
Schools Albert Ganem Jr. said. 
“We’re getting into the nitty 
gritty.” 

Ganem said the reductions 
this year will be felt at all lev- 
els in the district and in all areas 
of the budget, including admin- 
istration, teachers, paraprofes- 
sionals, professional learning, 
resources and materials. 

The reductions are neces- 
sary as a result of an estimated 
$2,172,036 budget shortfall for 





State and local officials gather in the Information Resource Commons 
of Minnechaug Regional High School March 2 for a budget roundtable 
meeting regarding the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District’s 
fiscal 2021 budget proposal. The district faces a $2.1 million shortfall 
for a level service budget. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


get to present to Hampden and 
Wilbraham by March 26. 


fiscal 2021, which begins July 
1, 2020. While not yet complete, 
the district is working to devel- 


op a balanced, level service bud- Please see BUDGET, page 4 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN - With a growing 
demand for its services and finite 
space available, it’s no secret that 
the Hampden Senior Center is 
overdue for an expansion. Unfor- 
tunately, the process of complet- 
ing a feasibility study to scope 
out the project has hit a snag. 

Last May, during the Annual 
Town Meeting, residents vot- 
ed to use town money to fund 
a $25,000 feasibility study. In 
January, the office of State Sen. 
Eric Lesser (D-Longmeadow), 
in conjunction with Rep. Brian 
Ashe (D-Longmeadow), awarded 
Hampden a $15,000 earmark to 
contribute to the process. 

When the earmark funding 
was secured, town officials elect- 
ed to rescind the $25,000 that had 
been originally assigned to the 
study. Soon after, with assistance 
from the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, the town sent out a 
request for an architect to com- 
plete the task. 

“That RFP went out; I re- 
ceived a call back from the PVPC 
that said due to the fact that it was 
only $15,000, there were no re- 
sponses to the RFP. So they con- 
sidered that there wasn’t enough 
money for an architect to come 
forward and take on that job,” 
said Becky Moriarty, director of 
the Hampden Council on Aging. 

Unfortunately, the $25,000 


128 Wilbraham Road, gue MA | 


that was rescinded by the town 
cannot be awarded back in time 
to contribute to the study. While 
residents could approve of the 
funding for a second time during 
this spring’s Annual Town Meet- 
ing, Hampden would be forced to 
forfeit the earmark. 

“[Town meeting] money is 
not available until July 1, but 
the earmark grant from the state 
will expire on June 30. We have 
to do something prior to June 30 
if we’re still going to utilize that 
$15,000, which of course we 
want to do,” said Moriarty. 

Using town money to fund the 
feasibility study is, therefore, no 
longer an option. Reducing the 
scope of service on the RFP was 
mentioned as a possibility, but 
the Board of Selectmen voiced 
displeasure with that route during 
the Feb. 24 meeting. 

“Reducing the scope of ser- 
vice, at this point, would not give 
us the results that we really want 
to get,’ said Moriarty. “They 
would have to remove certain 
things from the RFP; specifically, 
some meetings between the se- 
nior center and an architect and a 
public forum that the Selectmen 
were very much in favor of.” 

With limited alternatives 
available, the COA will call 
upon the services of the Friends 
of Hampden Seniors, a nonprof- 
it organization that financially 
supports the senior center’s ser- 
vices. If the group can raise the 
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Senior center study a work in progress 





Becky Moriarty (center), director of the Hampden Council on Aging, poses with Selectmen Chairman 
Donald Davenport (left) and Sen. Eric Lesser for the receipt of a $15,000 state budget earmark to study 
an addition to the Hampden Senior Center. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


additional $10,000, the feasibility 
study will be feasible once more. 

Moriarty is confident that the 
Friends will step up to the chal- 
lenge, as they have done many 
times in the past. She explained 
the need for a 2,500-square-foot 
expansion, which would occur 
entirely on senior center property, 
extend out towards Allen Street 


ale ile SARS IE AN= 


= 


ee rva ) 


and be completed within the next 
three to five years. 

“Our ultimate goal is to con- 
tinue to provide as many pro- 
grams as we can for people, but 
we find a lot that we have to 
cancel programs when we have 
a larger event that comes in,” she 
said. 

“T think that the expansion, if 
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possible, would allow us to really 
be able to expand our program- 
ming to a whole new level,’ con- 
tinued Moriarty. “We’d be able to 
bring in [programs] that we hav- 
en’t been able to access because 
of our space limitations. We’d be 
able to offer so much more to the 
community.” 


#e Corned Beef and Cabbage 
#e Vegetarian Stew 

#e Carrots & Parsnips 

#e Warm Irish Bread Pudding 
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We Fish & Chips 

#¢ Boiled Potatoes 

—#elrish Seth Bread 
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Hands-free driving law in effect 


Chief Robert Zollo: ‘It’s 
not a money generator’ 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


It’s no secret that drivers across 
the state are increasingly distract- 
ed behind the wheel. Since Feb. 23, 
the state’s new hands-free driving 
law took effect, establishing a legal 
framework to address one of the big- 
gest issues facing public safety. 

Now through March 31, drivers 
caught using an electronic device or 
cellphone while operating a motor 
vehicle will face a warning by state 
and local police, informing them of 
the new regulations. After the month- 
long grace period, drivers statewide 
face a $100 fine for the first offense, 
a $250 fine for the second, and a 
$500 fine for third and subsequent 
offenses. Beginning with the second 
offense, drivers must complete a dis- 
tracted driving educational program, 
and after the third offense, violators 
will face an insurance surcharge. 

The fee structure is based on con- 
victions or paid/uncontested tickets, 
not motor vehicle stops by police. 

For Wilbraham Police Chief Rob- 
ert Zollo, the new law is a welcome 
enforcement tool to make the roads a 
safer place for all residents. 

“This 1s not a money generator for 


the department,’ Zollo said. “This is 
a safety issue. There are a lot of ac- 
cidents because of [distracted driving 
and cellphone use].” 

Zollo said enforcement of the law 
is simple, as it codifies any use of an 
electronic device behind the wheel as 
illegal, with exceptions to emergency 
situations and public safety person- 
nel, and to activate hands-free mode 
on the device. He said that makes it 
clear for officers to stop any vehicle 
with the operator holding a phone or 
other device in their hand. 

Overall, Zollo said Wilbraham has 
a reputation for enforcing motor ve- 
hicle laws and the hands-free legisla- 
tion will be no exception. He assured 
residents the department’s philosophy 
toward the issue of distracted driving 
will largely focus on educating mo- 
torists of the law to correct behavior. 
As evidence, he cited last year’s sta- 
tistics for motor vehicle infractions, 
of which 75 percent resulted in writ- 
ten warnings and 25 percent receiving 
fines. 

According to statistics cited in a 
Feb. 20 press release from the Bak- 
er-Polito administration announcing 
the law’s rollout, distracted driving 
crashes in which a driver was “man- 
ually operating an electronic device” 
rose 70 percent statewide from 2014 
to 2016. Such crashes resulting in in- 
jury increased 170 percent during that 
same time. 


“Nothing you text, watch or 
search for on your device is more 
important than your safety, the safety 
of your passengers, and everyone on 
the road around you,” Thomas Turco, 
secretary of public safety and securi- 
ty, said. “Even when you’re stopped 
at a traffic light, you need to put your 
device away and focus on the road.” 

According to the law, no driver un- 
der 18-years-old may use an electron- 
ic device, even in hands-free mode, 
while operating a motor vehicle. Driv- 
ers 18-years-old and older may only 
operate a device in hands-free mode. 

Handheld use is only permissible 
if the vehicle is stationary and not in a 
travel lane. Drivers texting or making 
calls at a red light will face a citation. 

Phones or devices may only be 
touched to activate hands-free mode 
when properly mounted to a wind- 
shield, dashboard or center console 
in a manner that does not impede the 
vehicle’s operation. 

Operators may only use a cell- 
phone to call 911 to report an emer- 
gency, though officials urge motorists 
to pull over first, if possible. 

Ham radio operation is excluded 
from the hands-free law. 

“This is truly something that no- 
body can say, ‘I never do that,’” Zollo 
said. “It’s a common sense, good law 
to save lives.” 

For more information on the law, 
visit mass.gov/handsfree. 


Chess Club 
returns at 
HPL March 17 


HAMPDEN -—_ The 
Chess Club at the Hamp- 
den Free Public Library 
will return for a five-week 
session starting Tuesday, 
March 17. Space is limited 
and registration is required. 

Additional session 
dates ate March 24, 31, 
April 7 and 14. The club 
meets from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
at the library, 625 Main St. 

For more information 
or to register, visit the li- 
brary or contact Kate Rum- 
plik at 566-3047 or krump- 
lik@cwmars.org. 
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Legislators to hold forum on 
crumbling foundations 


MONSON - State Rep. Brian Ashe, 
D-Longmeadow, and Sen. Anne Gobi, 
D-Spencer, announced a public forum to 
update Western Massachusetts residents 
on the status of crumbling concrete foun- 
dations across the state. 

The forum will take place Saturday, 
March 14 from 10 a.m. to noon at Granite 
Valley Middle School, 21 Thompson St., 
Monson. Following a brief presentation, 
there will be time for questions and an- 
swers. 

Many homes in Central and Western 
Massachusetts have been affected by the 
presence of pyrrhotite, an iron sulfide that 


reacts with water, in the concrete building 
foundations. Residents will receive an up- 
date about the issue, the state’s reimburse- 
ment program and hear the final report 
filed by the Crumbling Concrete Founda- 
tions Study Commission. 

The commission was tasked with ex- 
amining the financial and economic 1m- 
pacts of crumbling concrete foundations 
by identifying affected locations and the 
estimated cost to fully restore the damaged 
foundations. The report makes recommen- 
dations regarding next steps and actions 
the state should take to best assist affected 
homeowners. 


Democrats to hold caucus March 10 


WILBRAHAM -—- The Wilbraham 
Democratic Town Committee will hold 
its endorsing caucus for elected offices in 
town Tuesday, March 10. The caucus will 
take place in the Community Room of the 
Wilbraham Police Department at 7 p.m. 
Those attending the caucus must park in 


QolTe 2 


the back of the Police Station. 

Any registered Democrat living in Wil- 
braham is eligible to run and to vote during 
the caucus. 

For more information or to express in- 
terest in any one of the positions, contact 
Linda Dagradi at Imdagradi@ gmail.com. 


2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham 
415.279.2020 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEER! 


Bar & Grille . lr 


EST. 2016 


Mon.-Wed. at 3pm ~~ 


Thurs.-Sun. at 11:30am ~/* 


JOIN US ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 


OPENING 11:30 am Serving Our Regular Menu ae 
Along With An IRISH MENU ALL DAY 

LIVE IRISH NIUSIC 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm W/ Larry Lynch 
& 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm the John Tabb Trio 


Sunday Brunch 


NEW! 12:30-2:30 Jazz & Accoustical Music 
EVERY Sunday Brunch! $5 Mimosas 
Build Your Own Bloody Mary Bar 


route2Obarandgrille.com f 
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Women’s Club 
to meet March 12 


WILBRAHAM — The monthly meeting of the 
Wilbraham Women’s Club will be held on Thursday, 
March 12, at noon at St. Cecilia’s Parish Center, 42 
Main St. A sandwich luncheon will precede the meet- 
ing. 

The speaker for this meeting is author Janet Bar- 
ret, who wrote the book “They Called Her Reckless.” 
Come and hear a true story of war, love, and one ex- 
traordinary horse during the Korean War. This small 
Korean pony stood with the Marines, saving many 
lives and winning their love and respect along the way. 
Hear how this pony hauled ammunition up the steep 


hills to the front lines and became a real-life warhorse. 


Janet Barrett’s experiences as a horsewoman gave 
her a particular appreciation of the tight bond that 
developed between Reckless and her fellow Marines 
from which the story springs. 
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@ fat 


Bi 
@.x@ *® ave 
So “oS oe x 


a tT 


‘<¢” Nutrition Month® 
Eat Right BITE by BITE 
Saecials March 4h - 10th 
California Jumbo Cantaloupes 2:..°5 
Golden Ripe Pineapples. ..... 2 0° SD 
Red or Green Seedless Grapes °2,.4.9:.. 


Fresh Lemons Extratarge......... 6..°3 
Fresh Green Asparagus ... °2,.49:. 
Fresh Broccoli Crowns ....... $1.49... 
California 


Red or Green Leaf Lettuce... °1.49..., 
Fresh Brussels Sprouts.... *1.99.. 
Boars Head Maple Turkey. *8.99.. 


Boars Head 
American Cheese ........... $4.99... 


Boars Head 


First Cut Corned Beef Brisket *7.99:. 


Lenten Specials From Randall's Kitchen 
Wednesdays and Fridays 


Saturday and Sunday 
March 14th & 15th 11am - 3pm 


$e" and irish Beer Tasting 


Bill's Garden Greenhouse Workshop 
Wednesday, March 25th @ 6pm 


Miniature Landscape Terrarium 
Plant Your Very Own Miniature Landscape 
With Easy Care Tropical Plants 
in an Attractive Glass Container 
$40 Includes Materials, Instruction and 
Your First Adult Beverage or Soft Drink 


To Register Call 413-589-7071 
Going Green for St. Patrick's Day! 


Clover Shamrocks and Oxalis Shamrock Plants 
ge Green Carnations ~ Bells of Ireland 


Irish Garden Flags and Décor 
Sunny Daffodils 
Bunches of Daffodils 10 stems... °2.99 
Mini Daffodils 4 inch pos... *2.99 / 














2020 Garden 4 SPECIAL 
Seeds ' \ Seed Starting 
Burpees, Botanical Interest, 3 | Soil 
Page Seeds, Livingston Seeds \*eshrv } Five Quart Bag Custom Mix 
Heirloom and eS 
Organic Varieties *4.. Og 


ALWAYS F ica AT 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN MON - FRI 7AM - 8PM 
OPEN SAT & SUN 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on and Youll) 
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Dems to 
elect 
delegates, 
alternates 
at caucus 


Resident finds lost 
glasses on hike 


WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham resident and 
hiker Ted Malysz recently discovered a pair 
of glasses while on a hike of 12 Mile Brook. 

Malysz reports the glasses belong to a 
young woman who walking three dogs at the 
conservation area Monday, Feb. 24. While 


walking along a narrow section of the trail, he 


WILBRAHAM - The Wil- 
braham Democratic Town Com- 
mittee will hold a caucus to elect 
delegates and alternates to the 
2020 Massachusetts Democratic 
Convention Monday, March 16 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Brooks Room 
of the Wilbraham Public Library, 
25 Crane park Drive. 

All Democrats registered to 
vote in Wilbraham can partici- 
pate in the caucus. Wilbraham 
will elect six delegates and four 
alternates to the convention, 
which will take place May 30 at 
the Tsongas Center at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts-Lowell. 

The Nominating Convention 
will vote on candidates for the 
U.S. Senate ahead of the Septem- 
ber primary. Candidates must re- 
ceive at least 15 percent support 
from convention delegates in 
order to be on the primary ballot 
and the candidate who wins the 
majority of votes will receive the 
endorsement of the convention. 


said the dogs pulled the woman, who then slid 
down an embankment, almost landing in the 
brook. The woman left unhurt before Malysz 
was able to locate the glasses. 

Malysz would like to reunite the woman 
with her eyewear. The owner may contact 
Times Editor Tyler S. Witkop at tyler@turley. 
com or by calling 413-283-8393, to be put in 
touch with Malysz. 


DPW to conduct 
meter readings 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Depart- 
ment of Public Works announced the Water/ 
Sewer Department has begun meter reading 
in town, which will continue throughout the 
month of March. 

Residents are advised that town employ- 
ees will often be on foot, reading the meter 
with an electronic device. Employees will 
wear a fluorescent yellow jacket, shirt or vest, 
and a town-issued identification badge that 
includes the individual’s name and picture. 

For more information, questions or con- 


cerns, call 596-2800 ext. 208. 


BUDGET from page 1 


According to Howard Barber, the 
district’s director of finance, operations 
and human resources, to present a true, 
level service budget to the towns at this 
time, based on current projections from 
the state, the towns would see a total 
$50,675,993 or an increase of nearly $2 
million from last year. Hampden’s share 
of the assessment would increase more 
than 3 percent, while Wilbraham would 
face a 7 percent increase, based on that 
$50.6 million figure. 

Limiting the total assessment increase 
to 2.25 percent, the budget would amount 
to $49,446,832. A 1.78 percent increase 
would be $49,296,976. 

Driving this increase, Barber said, are 
increases in the six mandated expenses of 
the district: union contracts, transporta- 
tion expenses, out of district placements 
for special education students, insurance 
plans, county retirement obligations and 
technology infrastructure. Additionally, 
the district lost a total of 39 students — 20 
in Hampden and 19 in Wilbraham — shift- 
ing Wilbraham’s share of the budget an- 
other | percent to roughly 79 percent. 

“In terms of state aid, we’re only get- 
ting inflation,” Barber said, noting the es- 
timated distribution to the district in FY21 


is $12,007,964 or a 0.99 percent increase 
($30 per student). 

“This limits how, as a school district, 
we re going to maintain operations,’ he 
said. 

According to a presentation by Barber 
and Finance and Operations Subcommit- 
tee Chairman William Bontempi, union 
contracts are increasing $833,215; trans- 
portation costs are increasing 5.45 per- 
cent; out of district placements for high 
needs special education students are fac- 
ing an increase of 15.68 percent, with a re- 
duction to the state’s circuit breaker funds 
of $238,538. Additionally, the district is 
assuming a 5.22 percent increase to its 
health insurance obligations, 4.69 percent 
increase to the county retirement line and 
will need to spend $110,000 to enhance 
the districts technology infrastructure to 
meet state testing requirements. 

“Tf you look at the increase, we can’t 
change anything — these are mandated 
cost increases,” Bontempi said. He noted 
as part of the state’s Student Opportunity 
Act, the district’s minimum budget obli- 
gation also increased. “We’re taking $1.5- 
to $2-million hits ever year. We’re not just 
taking on water, we’re taking on seaweed, 
we're taking on fish.” 

For Hampden Selectman John D. Fly- 
nn, the figures help reiterate a point offi- 
cials throughout Western Massachusetts 


Invisalign® Treatment Ice Cream Social! 
See if Invisalign® is Right For You! 


Thursday, March 26th, 4-7pm 


<—> 


e Free Smile Simulation - 
$450 value! 

e Low Down Payment, 
Low Monthly Payments 
and 0% Financing! 

e Family Discounts 

e Complimentary 
Whitening Kit When 
You Start Invisalign® 


Treatment 


CALL TO MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY 
TO SAVE YOUR SPOT! 


Ma 
Orthodontics 


Experienced skill. Advanced methods. 
ersonalized care. Beautiful smiles. 


3 Crane Park Drive, Wilbraham, MA 01095 


413-596-9657 31 invisalign 
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CRC receives water 
quality monitoring grant 


CHICOPEE -— State Sen. Eric Lesser 
(D-Longmeadow) praised the recent an- 
nouncement by the state’s Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Bak- 
er-Polito administration that the Connecti- 
cut River Conservancy is the recipient of a 
$15,000 grant for watershed monitoring. 

The Conservancy will use the grant to 
purchase bacteria sampling and analysis 
supplies and equipment to support the 
work of the Deerfield River Watershed 
Association, Chicopee4Rivers Watershed 
Council and the Fort River Watershed 
Association in conducting weekly and 


TEACHING from page 1 


nities for growth for all parties involved,” 
added Caine. “Throughout my career, I 
have gained tremendous knowledge and 
insight from my students, their families, 
and my colleagues. Each of these interac- 
tions has provided me with the opportu- 
nity to reflect, grow, and evolve. I can’t 
imagine how any other career compares 
with that of teaching, which continually 
offers a magnitude of daily opportunities 
to shape, mold, guide and influence the 
future of this world.” 

The Excellence in Teaching Awards 
program is made possible by the Harold 
Grinspoon Charitable Foundation, in part- 
nership with MassMutual and the Irene 


have noted for years: communities in the 
eastern end of the state tend to see more 
dollars come their way. 

“We’re seeing record profits in the 
state,’ Flynn said. “How does that come 
back to Western Mass.? You three [Ashe, 
Puppolo and Lesser] have always lobbied 
well for us, but we need that help again. 
At some point, we need a number we can 
live with.” 

Flynn noted a Hampden resident 
would often say the town of Hampden 
was not a bank, emphasizing the point 
that residents expect their tax dollars to 
be spent prudently. He told the legislators, 
“We expect our money to come back to 
us.” 

Boyd, echoed Flynn’s concerns, and 
focused his contention around regional 
transportation reimbursement, which is 
estimated to decrease this year by almost 
4 percent. 

“This past year, the state had so much 
money it didn’t know what to do with it, 
yet reimbursement is only 76 percent. 
Will we ever see anything higher? It is 
an issue that directly impacts each town 
... There’s so little confidence in gov- 
ernment, an incredible cynicism, large- 
ly because government doesn’t keep the 
promises it makes. If we’re not going to 
see 100 percent, say so, otherwise we’re 
going to continue to look at it in terms of 


bi-weekly monitoring at 49 sites along the 
Chicopee, Connecticut, and Deerfield riv- 
er watersheds. 

“This grant is great news for our area 
and a good example of how state and lo- 
cal partnerships can enhance funding for 
something that is vital for everyday life,” 
Lesser said. “It’s important that we keep 
this information up to date to determine 
whether our water is safe for swimming 
and boating. I’m glad to see that the state 
is pitching in a $450,000 increase in its 
second year.” 


E. & George A. Davis Foundation. The 
award was created to honor teachers in 
Western Massachusetts who demonstrate 
enthusiasm about and excellence in the 
teaching profession. 

“T truly believe [teaching] is the most 
rewarding and fulfilling career. Each and 
every day, I am fortunate enough to be 
able to impact the lives and futures of so 
many wonderful children, but the most 
amazing part is that their influence on me 
is tenfold,’ Caine added. “I am profound- 
ly grateful to be recognized with the Pio- 
neer Valley Excellence in Teaching Award 
and so blessed to do what I love each day.” 

The recipients will be honored during 
a banquet at the Log Cabin Banquet House 
in Holyoke on Wednesday, May 13. 


a shortfall.” 

Wilbraham Selectmen Chairman Su- 
san Bunnell and Town Administrator 
Nick Breault noted Wilbraham is under 
the tax levy limit by roughly $1 million, 
over the past several years. Breault noted 
this year’s budget is roughly $113,000 un- 
der the levy limit, while the tax rate is at 
$22.60 per $1,000 of assessed value. 

“This 1s a systemic issue across West- 
ern Mass.,” Lesser said. “Of the 50 com- 
munities with the highest tax rates, 45 are 
west of Worcester. I believe 8 of the top 
10 are in the Pioneer Valley ... this is very 
unfair and highly regressive.” 

School Committee member Sean Ken- 
nedy asked whether the district would be 
able to keep the budget reductions away 
from the students next year. 

“T don’t think so,’ Ganem said. 

School Committee Chairman Patrick 
Kiernan said the reductions in last year’s 
budget saw the removal of Latin II from 
Minnechaug, half a year of Spanish at 
Wilbraham Middle School and half a year 
of STEAM programming. 

“IT was on the [Hampden] School 
Committee 40 years ago and it’s the same 
discussion,” Davenport said. “I have con- 
fidence that somehow, the genius of the 
people will figure it out.” 


The Parents / Guardians of the September 2020 
Kindergarten classes at Green Meadows School and 
Mile Tree School are cordially invited to attend 
Hampden - Wilbraham Regional School District's 


The Road to Kindergarten 


+\ , 
, at 4A 1 4 
A * le and 


© 


wed Be  Grow... | 


This program will address the Kindergarten child, 
Readiness, HWRSD Kindergarten Curriculum, 


and a typical Kindergarten day. 


Dr. Sarah Fefer will join us again this year 


to share proven strategies for 


a smooth transition to kindergarten. 


Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 
Time: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Minnechaug Regional High School Auditorium 
621 Main Street, Wilbraham, MA 


(In the event of a snow day the event will be postponed. 
Check on HWRSD's website: www.hwrsd.org) 
Snow Date/Time: Friday, March 20, 2020, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
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Recent police 
activity in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Police Depart- 
ment released information on recent police activity 
reported by Capt. Timothy Kane. Those arrested or 
summonsed will appear in court at a future date and 
are innocent until proven guilty. 


Feb. 24 

At 1:46 a.m., Wilbraham police received a call for 
an erratic operator, traveling very slowly and stopping 
in the middle of the lane on Boston Road. The vehicle 
was stopped by police. The operator, Juan A. Aviles, 
38, of Springfield failed field sobriety tests and was 
arrested for operating under the influence of drugs — 
second offense, operating on a revoked license, neg- 
ligent operation of a motor vehicle and for having an 
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Dine out with the Friends 
of Seniors on March 11 


WILBRAHAM -— Hungry residents are encour- 
aged to fill their stomachs at a Wilbraham restaurant 
while supporting elder services in town at dine out 
fundraiser next month. 

All are welcome to help support the Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors by dining at Krazy Jake’s on Bos- 
ton Road Wednesday, March 11. By presenting a cou- 
pon — available at the Wilbraham Senior Center and 
in the center’s monthly newsletter — to one’s server 
during breakfast, lunch or dinner service, the restau- 
rant will donate 20 percent of the food and beverage 
bill the Friends. 

The Friends support the services available to Wil- 
braham seniors. For more information, contact Ann 
Marie Gaudette at 599-4803. 
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Tickets on sale for Irish 
tradition at St. Cecilia’s 


WILBRAHAM - An Irish dinner staple is set to return 
next month in the Parish Center of St. Cecilia’s Church. 

Tickets are now on sale for the annual St. Patrick’s 
Dinner hosted by the St. Cecilia’s Knights of Columbus 
Council 10195 taking place Saturday, March 14 at 5 p.m. 
at the church, 42 Main St. in Wilbraham. 

All are welcome to enjoy a meal of corned beef, cab- 
bage, potatoes, and carrots, and cake for dessert. Beer, 
wine and soda will be available for purchase. The Cladd- 
agh School of Irish Dancing will be on hand for enter- 
tainment and guests may enjoy music and chances at 
several raffle prizes. 

Tickets are available in the church rotunda on the 
weekends of Feb. 29 and March, and March 7 and 8, or 
by calling Rick Misiaszek at 596-4488. 


arrest warrant. 


State Senate advances bills addressing 
persons with disabilities, homelessness 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts Sen- 
ate passed two bills last week that update 
state laws to reflect the phrase “persons 
with disabilities” and creates a process for 
homeless adults or minors to apply for a 
state identification card. The persons with 
disabilities legislation was co-sponsored 
by Sen. Eric Lesser, D-Longmeadow. 

“This legislation allows for vital but 
often overlooked practices and services to 
be put in place for all residents in Mas- 
sachusetts,” Lesser said. “These bills are 
important in creating equity and fairness 
as well as building pathways to success 
for young people and families experienc- 
ing homelessness.” 

The first piece of legislation, “An act 
updating terminology and investigative 
practices related to the protection of per- 
sons with disabilities,’ changes the cur- 
rent name of the Disabled Persons Pro- 
tection Commission to the Commission 
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learning,” said Alvarez. “It’s important to 
learn creatively; giving them a physical, 
tactile experience can help them to appre- 
ciate the science more than just sitting in 
a classroom and learning from a white- 
board.” 

Dangleis was in full agreement with 
Alvarez’s analysis. She noted that the pre- 
sentations connected an array of subjects, 
giving them new meaning in the eyes of 
students. 

“We really try to drive that home so 
that they can get that ‘aha’ moment of 
seeing that in real life; that people really 
do need to know all of these things we’re 
learning in school. It’s a lovely opportu- 
nity to let them make those connections,” 
said Dangleis. 

STEAM Ahead Week currently occurs 
only once a year, but Dangleis is open to 
the prospect of “doing it more frequently 
in the future.” The principal compliment- 


for the Protection of Persons with Dis- 
abilities. The bill also updates language 
throughout the Commission’s statute to 
reflect appropriate person-first language 
each time it appears. 

“An act to provide identification to 
homeless youth and families” breaks 
down a major socio-economic and admin- 
istrative barrier for the state’s homeless 
population by directing the Registrar of 
Motor Vehicles to implement a specific, 
burden-free, no cost process for those 
experiencing homelessness to acquire 
state-issued identification cards. The leg- 
islation eliminates the fee for obtaining 
an identification card and empowers the 
Registrar to accept alternative residen- 
cy documentation such as by a homeless 
service provider or other state agency or 
department. 

Both bills now advance to the House 
of Representatives for consideration. 


ed her staff for its commitment to the 
initiative, one that requires school-wide 
involvement. 

“We’re all so busy, but the [teachers] 
love this program so much that they don’t 
see it as giving up time. It really isn’t; it’s 
a wonderful and rich time. The kids are 
learning something completely unique 
and special, and that’s just as important,” 
said Dangleis. 

Parents seeking an opportunity to vol- 
unteer are encouraged to call the school 
or email Dangleis. As for those who pre- 
sented last week, Dangleis offered up the 
highest of praise. 

“Their passion lights a fire in the chil- 
dren,” she said. “I can tell you that for sure 
because I’ve seen it so many times. The 
kids will reference [STEAM activities] 
later in the year and the following year 
too. You never know when that one pre- 
sentation will speak to a child and set him 
or her on a path because they love what 
they saw.” 


Publick ef, House 


Cot Rbeneser Crepe 


Historic Inn & Country Lodge 


Buy One, 
Get One 


FREE 


Visit the Publick House on any Monday, 
Tuesday or Wednesday for Lunch or Dinner 


Offer valid on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Not valid with any other coupon, discount or promotion. Not applicable to groups or private events. 


Lower priced entree will be complimentary. This certificate has no cash value. 
*Offer ends 3/31/20. Limit 4 coupons/discounts per table/party. 


Gift Certificates Available! 
ON THE COMMON, ROUTE 131 | STURBRIDGE | 508-347-3313 | www.publickhouse.com 





PAV announces upcoming trips 


WILBRAHAM -— The Polish American 
Veterans of Wilbraham announced multiple 
trips for 2020. All trips depart from the Pol- 
ish American Veterans, 1124 Berkshire Ave., 
Indian Orchard. 

The first trip will take place Thursday, 
Sept. 24 to see “Dolly & Kenny” at the Sta- 
dium Theater in Woonsocket, Rhode Island. 
Bus departs at 10 a.m. and the package in- 
cludes round trip transportation, a chicken 
dinner at Wright’s Chicken Restaurant, a 
matinee tribute show to Dolly Parton and 
Kenny Rogers, meal taxes and gratuities. 
Show features such hits as “9 to 5,” “Lady” 
and “The Gambler.” 


Cost is $92 per person, with final pay- 
ment due by Aug. 20. 

The next trip takes place Tuesday, Oct. 
20, to see “Ghost of a Chance” at the New- 
port Playhouse & Cabaret. 

Package includes round trip transpor- 
tation and buffet luncheon, the Playhouse 
comedy show, a cabaret show, meal taxes 
and gratuities. Cost is $102 with final pay- 
ment due Sept. 21. 

For either trip, make checks payable to 
“Polish American Veterans Club” and mail 
to Rich Gosciminski, 149 Center St., Apt. 1, 
Ludlow MA 01056. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we Know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 
issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community event features that we 
should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 


funding for this paid staff coverage. 


For more information on news or community features for Wilbraham Hampden Times, please 


email twitkop@turley.com. 
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1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 


413-289-1016 © 800-662-1016 
jacksonsautosalesandservice.com 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 


5 Star Authorized 
Registered State 

Emissions Repair 

Facility #RP008269 


Saturday 7:30 AM to NOON 


15% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


ASE Certified Mechanics 
Automatic Transmission Repair 


...where every 4th Oil Change is 


same vehicle - cannot be combined with other coupon offers 


ee ee ee 


| LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, oil filter, 21 point 
I 


check, top off all fluids. Up to 5 quarts of oil. 


S 4 795 Most Vehicles 


With this coupon 

Expires 3/31/20 T 
Excludes diesel & synthetic - supersedes all other coupons 
ee ee eS 


TUNE-UP SPECIAL 


Includes: plugs, timing/idle speed and 
complete diagnostic checks 


4 cylinder 


SS eee eee 


6 cylinder 8 cylinder 


$3925 $4,925 $5995 | 


Most Vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 3/31/20 T 


Pm ew ee eee ee ee 2 


I BRAKE SPECIAL 
STARTING AT... 

replace front pads & turn 
799°> rotors or replace rear pads 
dl and turn rotors 
A Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 3/31/20 T 


RADIATOR FLUSH 


up to 1 gallon of anti-freeze 


e FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson’s for repair within a 15 mile radius) 


® Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles 
e Weekly Tire Specials 


Approved 
Auto Repair 


excludes diesel and synthetic 





$ OFF 
10 any service over $150 


$ OFF 
20 any service over $250 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 3/31/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 
25” OFF 
EXHAUST WORK 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 3/31/20 T 


WHEEL ALIGNMENT 


FRONT ail ag 4 WHEELS 
$4995 oo $5995 


INCLUDES TOE....ALL OTHER ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most vehicles -With this coupon - Expires 3/31/20 T 


=e 


| TRANSMISSION FLUSH 


| ) 
STARTING «29Q9Q?> , 


Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 3/31/20 T ll Most Vehicles - With this coupon - Expires 3/31/20 T I 


I 
I 
: STARTING AT. 339°5 
: 
L 





Page 6 


VIEWPOINTS 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Will selling large assets affect wife’s Social Security? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: If I have reached 
full retirement age and wish to sell 
a $500,000 asset, will it affect my 
wife’s Social Security if we file 
jointly? I have heard that it will 
affect my Medicare (the amount 
withheld each month) but she still 
has three more years before she 
can receive benefits. Is it better to 
liquidate assets before she reach- 
es FRA if we will be penalized? 
Would her Medicare be affected 
as well as mine? Signed: Planning 
Ahead 

Dear Planning: Only earn- 
ings from working can affect So- 
cial Security benefits, so passive 
income from selling a large asset 
won’t affect your wife’s future So- 
cial Security benefits (nor yours). 
However, if your “combined in- 
come” from all sources (which 1s 
your Adjusted Gross Income plus 
any other non-taxable income you 
may have, plus 50 percent of your 


SS benefits) exceeds certain lev- 
els, your Medicare premium will 
be subject to the Income Related 
Medicare Adjustment Amount 
rule, which will add a supplemen- 
tal amount to your base Medicare 
Part B premium. If your combined 
income (including that sold asset) 
for the 2020 tax year is between 
$326,000 and $750,000 then your 
Medicare premium for 2022 will 
be at least $462.70 (I say “at least 
°° because the Medicare Part B 
premium can increase each year). 

The IRMAA premium in- 
creases on a sliding scale starting 
at $174,001 of combined income 
for a married couple filing joint- 
ly ($87,001 for an individual). If 
you liquidate that large asset this 
year, it will be reported on your 
2020 income tax return which will 
be filed in 2021. That will mean 
that your Medicare premium for 
2022 will be affected by IRMAA, 
and so will your wife’s if she has 
enrolled in Medicare at age 65 in 
2021 (which she need not do if she 
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has other “creditable” health care 
coverage through an employer). 
So, should you liquidate that 
large asset before your wife reach- 
es her SS full retirement age? It 
doesn’t matter for Social Security 
purposes because that passive in- 
come will not affect your wife’s SS 
benefit. But, if your wife enrolls in 
Medicare at age 65, her Medicare 
Part B premium, as well as yours, 
will be subject to IRMAA and, 
thus be considerably higher than 
the standard premium of $144.60 
(the amount for 2020). Note that 
if your combined income for the 
following year is low enough to 
reduce your IRMAA premium, 
the Medicare premium will revert 
back to the lower level. Medicare 
typically uses income data from 
two years ago to determine current 
year premium, so they wouldn’t 
normally change your IRMAA 
premium back until they receive 
your income data for the previous 
year from the IRS. But, it 1s possi- 
ble for you to contact Social Secu- 


rity earlier and provide them with 
proof that your income is now 
lower than reported in a previous 
year (causing the higher IRMAA 
premium) and they will adjust 
your Medicare premium sooner 
than they otherwise might. 


Russell Gloor is a certified 
Social Security adviser through 
the Association of Mature Amer- 
ican Citizens. This column is in- 
tended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations 
of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the Na- 
tional Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Secu- 
rity Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-ad- 
visory or email ssadvisor@ amac- 
foundation.org. 





Letters (0 ()e Editor 


Support a new WMS roof at special town meeting 


To the editor: 


At a special town meeting on 
March 9, 2020, Wilbraham resi- 
dents will have the opportunity to 
vote on a proposal to replace the 
roof at Wilbraham Middle School. 
We were invited by the Massachu- 
setts School Building Authority 
to participate in their Accelerated 
Repair program. The state will 
pay for 54 percent of the rough- 
ly $3.2 million project. While 
the MSBA already approved this 
project, it cannot move forward 
without a two-thirds vote from the 
Wilbraham voters at this special 
town meeting. 

Some of you may recall that an 
initiative very similar to this was 
approved by voters in 2014 in a 
special town meeting, but it was 


THE POWER 
OF WORDS 


By Dwayne Lyons 
Ludlow 


Take a look at a brook 


While sitting within the classroom nook 
Surrounded by tables and chairs and friends 
And familiar books with similar ends. 


Read slowly and steady as you go 


Pronounce correctly the words you know 
And the ones you don’t, just sound them out 


You'll get better without a doubt. 


You are now well on your way 


To writing and reading your own essay 
About the way things should always be 


Here at good ol’ Mile Tree. 


When you grow up, you'll find it fun 


Like reading poetry to everyone 


And making them laugh and smile too 


With all this being good for you. 


Reading brings knowledge to the soul 


Wisdom sets in as we get old 
They’ ll both guide you through 
from year to year 


Let the power of words start right here. 


ultimately defeated in the annual 
town meeting vote. Over the six- 
year period the cost of this project 
increased by more than $1 million 
with increased construction indus- 
try costs. 

Built in 1968, Wilbraham Mid- 
dle School has been in continuous 
use for 52 years with the original 
roof. Currently the Hampden-Wil- 
braham Regional School District 
spends between $20,000 and 
$40,000 each year to patch and 
maintain this roof. Thankfully, the 
district has not experienced any 
catastrophic water leaks in this 
building however, given the age 
and condition of the roof, this is 
certainly a possibility absent a full 
replacement. 

With declining school enroll- 
ment, some residents have ques- 


tioned the wisdom of investing in 
WMS. After all, weren’t similar 
investments made in Memori- 
al School before it was closed? 
While this is indeed true, some 
have also complained that the dis- 
trict did not properly care for the 
old Minnechaug building which 
led to its premature demise. 

Presently, the school adminis- 
tration is considering several dif- 
ferent reconfiguration plans for 
the district to keep class sizes and 
building populations at optimal 
levels. With the myriad of con- 
figurations that have been consid- 
ered, central to all of these plans 
is keeping Wilbraham Middle 
School open. As the second larg- 
est building in the district, Wilbra- 
ham Middle School will remain a 
part of our future. 







Dae Ran LIND (c) Wwwdevegrantund.com 


We thank all of the Wilbraham 
residents for their continued and 
unwavering support for excellence 
in education. Let’s continue that 
tradition by supporting Wilbraham 
Middle School’s roof replacement 
to maximize our investment in the 
town-owned building for many 
years to come. Please remember 
to attend the special town meeting 
on March 9, 2020. 


William J. Bontempi, 
Chairman, 

Finance and Operations 
Subcommittee 


Patrick Kiernan, 

Chairman, 

Hampden- Wilbraham Regional 
School Committee 


STAY CALM... ‘ 
THISIS WUST J 
\ A CORRECTION... 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Conducting healthy activities in the towns 


Welcome to Rev. Michael Lillpopp, 
the new pastor at Masses at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Hampden. He was 
appointed to the position Feb. 1. The rev- 
erend told the Times, “The parish needs 
to continue its forward momentum of a 
family-oriented parish together with be- 
ing able to embrace new methods of com- 
munication to help younger people grow 
in their faith”’ A Western Massachusetts 
native, he was born in Pittsfield in 1970 
and was ordained to the priesthood in 
June 2005 at the Cathedral of St. Michael 
the Archangel in Springfield. He is a vet- 
eran of the U.S. Air Force, having served 
in stateside and overseas assignments in 
Germany, England, and Saudi Arabia. 

The 130-strings students of Strings 
and Friends will be joining the Old Post 
Road Orchestra at Minnechaug tomorrow, 
Friday March 6 at 7 p.m. for a concert en- 
titled “The Busy B’s”. All of the compo- 
sitions were created by composers whose 
names begin with ‘B. The concert is 
being dedicated to long-time member of 
the orchestra, Madeline Flanagan, who 
passed away recently. Strings and Friends 
is under the direction of Denise Gen- 
dron with the assistance of Elaine Hold- 
sworth, founder. This OPRO concert is 
being conducted by Denise Gendron as 
a candidate for the open conductor’s posi- 
tion of the Orchestra. 

It’s that time of year again when the 
Knights of Columbus Council 10195 will 
hold their annual St. Patrick’s Dinner in St. 
Cecilia Parish Center on Saturday, March 
14 at 5 p.m. Ken Lynch is the chairman 
this year. Along with corn beef and cab- 
bage served with steaming potatoes and 
carrots, there will be the traditional soda 
bread and rye bread and butter, and des- 
sert. Irish step dancers from Claddagh 
School of Irish Dance will entertain. The 
Silent Raffle will be held during the so- 
cial hour with over 50 prizes. Tickets are 
$15 for adults, children under 12 are $10. 
For tickets contact Rick Misiaszek at 
kofc10195@gmail.com. Tickets will be 
available in the church Rotunda after each 
Mass March 1, 7 and 8. Get your tickets 
soon because seating capacity is limited. 

Hungry residents are encouraged to 
fill their stomachs at a Wilbraham restau- 
rant while supporting elder services in 
town at a dine out fundraiser this month. 
All are welcome to help support the 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors by dining 
at Krazy Jake’s on Boston Road Wednes- 
day, March 11. By presenting a coupon — 
available at the Wilbraham Senior Center 
and in the center’s monthly newsletter — 
to one’s server during breakfast, lunch or 
dinner service, the restaurant will donate 


20 percent of the food and beverage bill 
to the Friends. The Friends support the 
services available to Wilbraham seniors. 
For more information, con- 
tact Ann Marie Gaudette at 
599-4803. 

Sandy Swain tells us the 
March meeting of the Wil- 
braham Women’s Club will 
be held on Thursday, March 
12 at noon at St. Cecelia’s 
Parish Center on Main St., 
in Wilbraham. A sandwich 
luncheon will precede the 
meeting. The speaker for this 
meeting is author Janet Bar- 
ret who wrote the book “They 
Called Her Reckless’. She tells a true 
story of war, love, and one extraordinary 
horse during the Korean War. This small 
Korean Pony stood with the Marines sav- 
ing many lives and winning their love and 
respect along the way. Hear how this pony 
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TALK 


OF THE TOWNS 





Charles F. Bennett 





from the evening’s proceeds to the Ron 
Stephenson Memorial Fund. Ron was a 
Marine Corps veteran of the Vietnam War, 
he helped coordinate the Toys 
for Tots campaign in Ludlow, 
until his death in 2005. The 
Memorial Fund, established 
in his memory, supports local 
veterans with funds for food, 
shelter clothing and emergen- 
cy assistance. You can contact 
Ludlow Elks Lodge No. 2448 
if you would like to become 
an Elk and become active in 
our veteran’s community; 
call 583-2448. 

Have you always wanted to 
join other women runners but just couldn’t 
get motivated? The Pioneer Valley Wom- 
en’s Running Club announced its annual 
nine-week walk-to-run clinic will step 
off Monday, March 23 from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at Forest Park in Springfield. Those inter- 





News From Yesteryear 


57 Years Ago 
Glendale Women Invited to Meeting 


Here is a news clipping reported by my mom, Ethel M. Bennett, who was 
the Wilbraham correspondent for the Springfield daily newspaper The Morning 
Union from the 1940’s through 1970’s. From a March 1963 edition. “Women of 
the Glendale area are invited to attend a meeting on pattern alterations Wednes- 
day at I p.m. at the home of Mrs. Denny Richter of Tinkham Road. 

Miss Elizabeth Ferris of the Hampden County Improvement League will con- 
duct the meeting. Further information may be obtained by calling on Mrs. Eu- 


gene Wessells, chairman.” 


hauled ammunition up the steep hills to 
the front lines and became a real-life war- 
horse. Janet Barrett’s experiences as a 
horsewoman gave her a particular appre- 
ciation of the tight bond that developed 
between Reckless and her fellow Marines 
from which the story springs. 

Ludlow Lodge No. 2448, which has 
many Wilbraham members, was the re- 
cent recipient of a $2,000 grant given 
by the Elks National Foundation. With 
the grant, the lodge purchased Welcome 
Home Kits to be donated to veterans who 
are transitioning between homelessness 
and into a home of their own. The kits 
contain personal products, home goods 
and home products as well as a small ap- 
pliance. Homeward Vets, and the Wilbra- 
ham and Ludlow Veteran Services officers 
were the contacts regarding who would be 
receiving the kits. On Feb. 5 the Ludlow 
Elks honored those and other veterans by 
inviting them to a spaghetti supper held at 
the lodge. Over 20 hungry veterans attend- 
ed the dinner. The Lodge donated $150 


ested in the clinic are invited to an infor- 
mation session at 6 p.m. Monday, March 
9 in the Business Technology Center of 
Longmeadow High School, 95 Grassy 
Gutter Road in Longmeadow. The spring 
clinic is one way we help women learn 
about running and meet other people who 
want to be active, PYWRC President Ni- 
cole Collins said. Many participants have 
never run before, but after nine weeks, 
most are ready to run their first 5K. Ni- 
cole said partici- 
pants will progress 
from brisk walk- 
ing to a combina- 
tion of walking 
and running, and 
then running for 
30 minutes. Clinic 
mentors and train- 
er Kristin Su will 
be on hand at the 
session to explain 
the program, an- 
swer questions 


kop@turley.com. 


and take registration. The clinic cost is 
$75 and includes a one-year membership 
to the PVWRC, a nonprofit organization 
affiliated with the Road Runners Club of 
America. The club supports women walk- 
ers and runners by serving as a race re- 
source for information, training partners 
and topics of interest to members. Clin- 
ic proceeds support scholarships to high 
school seniors. For more information or 
to register, email pywrcl @ gmail.com. 

Sue Petzold says the Scantic Val- 
ley YMCA is hosting a free Health Fair, 
open to the public on Thursday, March 
12, from 5 to 7 p.m. It is an interactive 
event focusing on healthy eating, weight 
management, diabetes prevention, can- 
cer survivorship and stress management. 
Everyone can participate in healthy meal 
prep options for dinner and chances to 
win prizes. The Health Fair is sponsored 
by the Ludlow Elks. Participants ages 40 
to 100 are encouraged to register at the 
Scantic Valley YMCA, 45 Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham or call 596-2749. 

The bachelor’s attractive new house- 
keeper tiptoed into the study and asked 
apologetically, “Sir, shall I clean your 
stove and sweep your porch now?” 

“Margie,” said the bachelor, “in this 
house we are all for one and one for all. 
You do not say ‘your stove’ or ‘your 
porch’ or ‘your chair’. Instead you say, 
‘our stove’ or ‘our porch’ or ‘our chair’.” 

That evening Margie served a splendid 
dinner to the bachelor and his boss and 
the boss’ daughter, who the bachelor was 
anxious to impress. 

Margie was late in serving the last 
course and she rushed into the dining 
room and excitedly announced: “I’m sor- 
ry I was late, sir, but I was upstairs chas- 
ing a mouse from under ‘our bed.’” 


Does your club have an upcoming 
meeting? Do you have a special birthday 
or anniversary coming up? Have some- 
one you would like to salute? Please send 
the information including the contact info 
to cbennett4 765 @ charter.net. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twit- 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 





2020 Fly Fishing EXPO 


Hosted by: Western Mass. Fly Fishermen Club established in 1961 


Monday, March 16th 


6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 


Speaker at 7:30 


Ludlow Elks Club, 69 Chapin St., Ludlow, Mass 
ADMISSION: $7.00; Free for children under 12 years 


Speaker: Dan Trela will give a presentation on “Fishing the San Juan River” and 


other Western Fly Fishing Experiences. 


Exhibitors: Expert fishing guides, fly fishing equipment makers and dealers, 
Mass. State and Wildlife experts, other related exhibitors, and WMFF member 
demonstrating fly tying to answer any of your questions. 


Giant Raffle: Hundreds of fishing items will be raffled off including a complete 
fly tying kit. Bucket raffles for custom tied flies, custom fly rod. Door prize of a 
complete fly fishing combo and 30 hand tied flies. 


Refreshment/Food For Sale 


Mention where you saw this ad or show your WMFF 
membership card and get $1.00 of your admission 


The Library Loft 


Yor aToXo) alo] btat-m Oto) aaleatelalommlt-1 Xela [er] O-14 Ol olol a-1e Sos A a-1-4 Me ofl laa -) 6 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 10am - 4pm ° Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm + Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 263-3330 ext. 100 
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( Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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mi CAMPUS NOTES 


UMass names fall 
Dean’s List 


AMHERST —- The _ University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst recently 
named its Dean’s List for the fall 2019 
semester. To qualify for the honor, a 
student must earn a 3.50 GPA or great- 
er. 

Hampden students are Arianna 
Elizabeth Anamisis, William Michael 
Bertheaud, Skylar Breeze Cyr, Kather- 
ine Natalie Duncan, Hugo Carlos Gal- 
van, Saida Gamidova, Dionna Porcello, 
Koby L. Ray and Jessica Marie Smith. 

Wilbraham students are Hannah 
Babineau, Elise Marie Babula, Eliza- 
beth Marie Blask, Alison R. Boudreau, 
Benjamin Patrick Brennan, Lillianna 
Brook, Caroline Elizabeth Campbell, 
Emily S. Clark, Stephen Karnig Diefen- 
derfer, Casey Doyle, Benjamin Joseph 
Dunklee, Angelina Isabelle Felbotte, 
Alexa Rose Fleury, Willem Manfred 
Fuehr, Nina Germain, Kathryn Cal- 
vanese Gormally, Cameron Jay Guzzo, 
Zhi Peng Huang, Ani Marie Jermakian, 
Jennifer Marie Kovarik, Lauren Eliz- 
abeth Kovarik, Jonathan Taiga Lang, 
Michelle M. Leckey, Esther Hyunji 
Lee, Eli Maller, Cameron John Mawa- 
ka, John Patrick McGrath, Tra Kristen 
McWilliams, Nancy Elizabeth Pigna- 
tare, Tyler Poisson, Jenna Bailey Raw- 
lings, Jessica Hsaio Liang-Hui Robin- 
son, William Neil Ryan, Jarod George 
Sasdi, Ryan Daniel Schneider, kar. M. 
Tomlinson, Franchelee Zoe Torres Gar- 
rafa and Daniel J. Walsh. 


§ OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


Bremner, Ina 


James D. Gurecki 
(1935-2020) 


James D. Gurecki, 84, passed 
away Feb. 8, 2020, in Avon Park, 
Florida, with his wife by his side. 


Hampden 
student earns 
honors at 
Stonehill 


EASTON — Emma 
Kate Miller, of Hampden, 
recently earned Dean’s 
List honors at Stonehill 
College for the fall 2019 
semester. To achieve the 
honor, Stonehill students 
must achieve a 3.50 GPA 
and complete all courses 
for which they register. 


UAlbany names 
Dean’s List 
students 


ALBANY, N.Y. — The Uni- 
versity at Albany recently an- 
nounced its Dean’s List for the 
fall 2019 semester. Among those 
students is Jordan Assad, of Wil- 
braham. 

To qualify, a student must 
achieve a minimum GPA of 3.25 
in their first year of study. In sub- 
sequent semesters, Students must 
maintain a 3.50 GPA or higher. 


Students earn 
Dean’s List 
honors 


ORONO, Maine — The Uni- | — 
versity of Maine recognized 
2,572 students for achieving 
Dean’s List honors in the fall 
2019 semester. Of the students 
who made the Dean’s List, 1,754 
are from Maine, 743 are from 30 
other states and 75 are from 31 
countries other than the U.S. 

From Wilbraham are Bridget 
Callahan, Josh Lynn and Laura 
Tomlinson. 

Dean’s List honors require 
students complete 12 or more 
credit hours in the semester and 
eam a grade point average of 
3.50 or higher. 


RIT names 
Dean’s List 


ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Rochester Institute 
of Technology recently 
named its Dean’s List for 
the fall 2019 semester. 
Among those students is 
Alex Atwater, of Hamp- 
den, a software engineer- 
ing student. 
Undergraduate stu- 
dents qualify for the hon- 
or by maintaining a min- 
imum GPA of 3.40 and 
complete at least 12 credit 
hours of study. 


especially the polka, enjoyed going 
to tag sales and flea markets and 
loved learning everything about the 
Civil War — visiting many battle- 
fields over the years. 

He leaves behind his loving 
wife of 65 years Jean, five daugh- 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Died Feb. 24, 2020 
Services were held at 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home 


Gurecki, James D. 
Died Feb. 8, 2020 
Family memorial 

service 


James was a longtime res- 
ident of Wilbraham and 
split his time between his 
home in Western Massa- 
chusetts and Florida since 
1998. 

Jim worked at West- 
vaco and retired in 1997. 
He was active in many 


ters: Nancy Kobjack, Kathy Jefts, 
Lori Kalish, Roberta Sears 
and Rebecca Genie; two 
surviving sons-in-law, 
10. grandchildren = and 
16great-grandchildren, 
and will be dearly missed 
by all. He is preceded in 
death by his son, James Jr., 
who passed in 1961. 


March 5, 2020 


School Lunch Menu 


Elementary 
and Middle Schools 


Monday, March 9 
Popcorn chicken, baked sweet potato, broccoli, and whole 
grain roll 


Tuesday, March 10 
Hot dog on a whole grain bun, crunchy cole slaw, and 
baked beans 


Wednesday, March 11 
Meatball sub on a whole wheat roll, cucumber dill salad, 
and oven fries 


Thursday, March 12 
Totally Taco Soup, tortilla chips, shredded cheese, and corn 


Friday, March 13 
In service day, no school 


Alternates are offered daily, including chef salad and ba- 
gel lunch, and are served with yogurt or cheese stick. Fresh 
local fruits and vegetables daily. Daily lunch is $2.75. Milk is 
50 cents, included with all lunches, 1% or fat free chocolate. 
Make checks payable to School Food Services. 


Minnechaug 
Regional High School 


Monday, March 9 

Popcorn Chicken Bowl — Popcorn chicken, mashed potato, 
corn, and dinner roll 

Main Street Deli — Crispy chicken wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie, or chicken burger w/ 
toppings 

Pizza Daily — Veggie 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo chicken 
salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


Tuesday, March 10 

Bacon, egg and cheese on a croissant roll and a hash brown 
patty 

Main Street Deli — Caesar chicken wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie or chicken burger w/ 
toppings 

Pizza Daily — BBQ chicken 

Specialty - Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo chicken 
salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


Wednesday, March 11 
Mexican Bar — Taco, burrito, or nacho; chicken, bean or 
turkey; lettuce/salsa/cheese; and corn 
Main Street Deli — Chicken salad wrap 
Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie or chicken burger w/ 
toppings 
Pizza Daily — Meatball 





Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo chicken 
salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


clubs throughout his life, 


at a later date including the Lions Club 


A small family memo- 
rial service will be held at 
a later date. In lieu of flowers, do- 
nations may be made to the Ameri- 


can Kidney Disease Foundation or 


and American Legion. He served 
in the U.S. Naval Reserves from 
1952-1960. He loved his life, his 
family and friends, loved to dance, 


Seyler, John 
Died Feb. 20, 2020 
Funeral Service March 


Thursday, March 12 
Ramen Bar — Beef or chicken with noodles/toppings, broc- 
coli, and egg roll 
















2, 2020, 10 a.m. earn Main Street Deli — Buffalo chicken wrap 
Wilbraham Funeral Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie or chicken burger w/ 
Home Wilbraham-Hampden Times Ni OTI CE top ied Dail Chick a 1j 
izza Daily — Chicken and broccoli 
ere O B I TUARY POLICY Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar salad, Buffalo chicken 
Whitehill, Gayle 


ERRORS: Fach advertiser is salad, chef salad, assorted wraps 


requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


Died Feb. 25, 2020 
Services were held at 
Grace Union Church 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Friday, March 13 
In service day, no school 
OW Meal prices $3, reduced 40 cents, adult $3.75, milk 50 
cents, breakfast $1.75. All meals served with choice of fruit, 
vegetable and 1% or fat free milk. Offered daily: salad bar, 
grab & go sandwiches and salad, hamburgers, chicken sand- 
wiches, PB&J, veggie burgers and yogurt bar. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication possible. 
Let them know 


you saw their ad in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 





LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 
Benches ** Statues “* Monuments “* Custom Design Work 
Plot Maintenance “* Bronze Plaques “* Cleaning ** Markers “* Vases 
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations “* Cemetery Signage ** Granite Signs 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


Ga | 631 Center Street, Ludlow 
aaa _w 589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


gANDALL's 
FARM 
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 
413-589-7564 Office * 413-589-7588 Fax “ 413-531-5360 


& GREENHOUSE 
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Scholarships available for 
hospitality students 


HARTFORD, Conn. — Max Cares 
Foundation Inc. is offering scholarships 
of up to $5,000 for students looking to 
attend or who currently attend a culinary 
arts or hospitality school. The application 
is available online at www.maxcaresfoun- 
dation.org/scholarships. 

The deadline for application is April 1. 

Applicants must be a Greater Hartford 
or Greater Springfield high school senior 
in good standing, eligible for graduation 
the same year as the scholarship appli- 
cation and seeking to earn a secondary 
degree in Culinary Arts or Hospitality 
oriented program. Students may also be 
currently enrolled in a secondary culinary 
arts or hospitality-oriented program. Pre- 
vious MCF scholarship recipients who are 
continuing their education are able to re- 
apply. 

MCF scholarships may be used at any 
properly accredited college, university or 


trade school providing training 1n culinary 
and hospitality fields. Funds must be used 
within 12 months of the grant and can be 
utilized to defray tuition, supplies, room 
or board. Max Cares Foundation reserves 
the right to pay the institution directly. 

Interested students must submit a com- 
pleted application, a school transcript evi- 
dencing a minimum 2.50 GPA or progress 
towards achieving the required GPA, a 
typed essay of between 250 and 500 words 
describing why you are applying for this 
scholarship, your affiliation with the cu- 
linary and/or hospitality industry, if any, 
and your career goals. 

Additionally, students must submit a 
letter of recommendation from an educa- 
tor, counselor or employer. Family mem- 
bers are ineligible. 

The application and additional infor- 
mation can be found online at www.max- 
caresfoundation.org/scholarships. 


Journalism scholarships available 


Aspiring journalists are encouraged to 
apply for a New England Newspaper and 
Press Association scholarship through the 
Journalism Education Foundation of New 
England. 

High school seniors and college stu- 
dents studying and acquiring work expe- 
rience preparing them for a career 1n jour- 
nalism are eligible to apply. 

To qualify, students must be a resident 
of New England, be a high school senior 
or college undergraduate studying journal- 
ism or a related field, and have GPA of 3.0 


or higher. Additionally, applicants must 
demonstrate a serious interest in journal- 
ism by sending a cover letter, transcript, 
resume or biography, letter of recommen- 
dation and a body of published work in a 
school news publication, general circula- 
tion newspaper or similar publication or 
a body of work prepared for a journalism 
class. 

The deadline for applications 1s March 
21. 

For more information or applications, 
visit nenpa.com/students/scholarships. 


Scholarships available for 
hospitality students 


HARTFORD, Conn. — Max Cares 
Foundation Inc. is offering scholarships 
of up to $5,000 for students looking to 
attend or who currently attend a culinary 
arts or hospitality school. The application 
is available online at www.maxcaresfoun- 
dation.org/scholarships. 

The deadline for application is April 1. 

Applicants must be a Greater Hartford 
or Greater Springfield high school senior 
in good standing, eligible for graduation 
the same year as the scholarship appli- 
cation and seeking to earn a secondary 
degree in Culinary Arts or Hospitality 
oriented program. Students may also be 
currently enrolled in a secondary culinary 
arts or hospitality-oriented program. Pre- 
vious MCF scholarship recipients who are 
continuing their education are able to re- 
apply. 

MCF scholarships may be used at any 
properly accredited college, university or 
trade school providing training in culinary 
and hospitality fields. Funds must be used 
within 12 months of the grant and can be 
utilized to defray tuition, supplies, room 


Surplus Architectural Shingles 


Factory Seconds Due To Slight Color Variation 
Bundles Are Unwrapped - Repeat: Unwrapped! 
Great For Barns, Sheds & Rear Facing Roots 


Priced at $48.00 Per Square When 
Buying 12 or More Square/Full Pallet 
(1 Square = 3 Bundles = 100 sqft) 


CASH & CARRY ONLY - BRING A TRUCK 
Colors Limited - Come Early for Best Selection 


CAINS? Lembot She he 


ocated on Soule 32 in Atbol 


978-249-2206 


Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 





or board. Max Cares Foundation reserves 
the right to pay the institution directly. 

Interested students must submit a com- 
pleted application, a school transcript evi- 
dencing a minimum 2.50 GPA or progress 
towards achieving the required GPA, a 
typed essay of between 250 and 500 words 
describing why you are applying for this 
scholarship, your affiliation with the cu- 
linary and/or hospitality industry, if any, 
and your career goals. 

Additionally, students must submit a 
letter of recommendation from an educa- 
tor, counselor or employer. Family mem- 
bers are ineligible. 

The application and additional infor- 
mation can be found online at www.max- 
caresfoundation.org/scholarships. 


BUY DIRECT 
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CHOPS OF ROAST sense? Hove 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 


CENTER CUT PORKLOIN 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 


USDA INSP ¢ FROZEN 


USDA INSP ¢ FRESH 


BEEF SHANKG.........+2++ 


USDA INSP ¢ FROZEN 


eEi@ 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 3/5/20 - 3/11/20 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
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IT’S SOUP TIME 
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We reserve the right to limit quantities. 


Hours: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 
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SCHOOLS Bf 


Springfield Garden Club to 
award $2,000 scholarship 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Garden Club invites high school se- 
niors, undergraduate and graduate stu- 
dents who are residents of Hampden 
County, and are majoring or have been 
accepted to major in one of the accept- 
ed horticulture or environmental relat- 
ed fields to apply for a $2,000 scholar- 
ship for the 2020-2021 academic year. 

This 2020-2021 scholarship con- 
tinues the Springfield Garden Club’s 
longstanding commitment to the de- 
velopment of future leaders in horticul- 
ture and related fields by awarding an 
annual scholarship. Applicants should 
be majoring in or have been accepted 
to major in a plant sciences or environ- 
mental studies program such as horti- 


culture, floriculture, landscape design, 
conservation, forestry, botany, agron- 
omy, plant pathology, environmental 
control, land management or other 
allied fields. Since 1990 the Club has 
raised money from plant sales, holiday 
bazaars, and special events to award 
more than $73,000 in scholarships to 
more than 47 students. 

The deadline for receipt for all doc- 
umentation is Tuesday, March 17. 

For more information or applica- 
tions, contact Scholarship Committee 
Co-Chair Elizabeth Tongue at 413- 
627-5503 or Helen Gallivan at SGC- 
scholarship @ gmail.com. Applications 
are available online at www.gcfm.org/ 
springfieldgardenclub. 


Rotary Club offering 9 scholarships to 


Hampden, Wilbraham students 


WILBRAHAM -— Students residing 
in Hampden or Wilbraham may now ap- 
ply for scholarships through the Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Rotary Club. A total of 
nine scholarships in the amount of $1,500 
each will be available to qualifying stu- 
dents. 

Applications for the scholarships are 
now available from the guidance depart- 


ments of Minnechaug Regional High 
School, Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
and Pope Francis High School. The dead- 
line for completed applications is April 
1. For more information contact Schol- 
arship Committee Chairman Brad Sperry 
at 413-537-4171 or email bsperry8869 @ 
charter.net. 
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a FOOD & SPIRITS 


Fri. 3/6 
THE HEALYS W/ 
CHARLIE BONGIOVI 


Thurs. 3/12 


BILLY EAGEN 
& BARNEY 
MCELHONE 


Join us for 
Sunday 
Breakfast 


8:30am-12pm ae. 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 
CUT $6°7 
Ib 


FREE 
USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS 


$333 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


49 


Fri. 3/13 
TERRY BRENNAN | TOM SHIELDS & DON 
4-7PM 
DEE REILLY 8-11PM 


Sat. 3/7 
- DAN RINGROSE & 
JEANNE FREEMAN 


Sat. 3/14 


CALSYN 4-7PM JEFF 
CONLON 8-11PM 


~ THURSDAY: 
er Corned Beef & Cabbage 
wan FRIDAY: 
ae Baked Haddock 
SATURDAY: 
Prime Rib Dinner 





AN = SAVE 
USDA INSP. FRESH 
CHICKEN WINGS 
WHOLE 10 LB BAG uuunuaunnuannnunnnn 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


WHOLE CHICKENS... i 


LENTEN SPECIALS 
USDA INSP. FROZEN GREAT AMERICAN 


SKINLESS PACIFIC 
SALMON FILLETS ois caces > 


USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S 


STUFFED SHELLS 
WITH RICOTTA ts 02 senses Doe 


90 Meat Outlet 


wz | TTT 


BUY DIRECT FOR 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 
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BARTS & LIFESTYLES 


Theatre Guild to 


: a ta eek Og igi a YENETevvye aE 
HAMPDEN - Known for producing powerful perfor- | jis Alii: | thet) a kes Fee oar: hs Bs oe hada ~ 
mances of community theater, the Theatre Guild of Hamp- al ye ee 7 a , as = 
den is set to stage a popular musical, featuring some of the 


March 5, 2020 


best-known hits from the disco era. 

Directed by Hampden’s Mark Giza, “Mama Mia!” 
opens Friday, March 6 inside the historic Red Barn at Foun- 
tain Park, 883 Tinkham Road, Wilbraham. Tickets, which 
are on sale now, are limited to 100 seats per show, and are 
available online at theatreguildofhampden.org. 

The cast features Carina Savoie as Sophie, Mackenna 
Wysocki as Ali, Christa Belardo as Lisa, Kiernan Rushford 
as Donna, Jami Wilson as Tanya, Kathy Renaud as Rosie, 
Chris Demerski as Sky, Matt Rafala as Pepper, Kellum Led- 
with as Eddie, Nick Adams as Sam, Mark Cloutier as Harry, 
Stuart Gamble as Bill, and Bo Reardon as Father Alexandri- 
os and the Bartender. In ensemble roles are Dance 
Captain-Darlene Cloutier, Gail Weber, Dina DelBuono, 
Jeanne Wysocki, Mindy Meeker, Kellum Ledwith, Julie 
Kristen, Kimberly Rittmaier-O’Connor and Celina Rafala. 

The story is set on a small Greek island, where Sophie 
dreams of a perfect wedding, one that includes her father 
giving her away. Unfortunately, Sophie doesn’t know who 
he is. Her mother Donna, the former lead singer of the 
1970s pop group Donna and the Dynamos, refuses to talk 
about the past, so Sophie decides to take matters into her 
own hands. 

Sneaking a peek in her mother’s old diaries, she discov- 
ers three possible fathers: Sam, Bill, and Harry. She secretly 
invites all three to the wedding, convinced that she’ll know 
her father when she sees him. But when all three turn up, it 
may not be as clear as she thought. 

Told through the legendary music of ABBA, “Mamma 
Mia!” has become a worldwide sensation that has audienc- 
es everywhere dancing. 

The show runs Fridays and Saturdays March, 6, 7, 13 
and 14 at 7:30 p.m., and Sundays, March 8 and 15 at 2 p.m. 

For more information, visit theatreguildofhampden.org. 


Historic Classical to ‘Spring 
Ahead’ with concert 


SPRINGFIELD — All are invited to a free band concert 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 8, at Classical High Condomini- 
ums, 235 State St., Springfield. The concert, titled “Music to 
Spring Ahead,” will herald the first day of Daylight Savings 
Time. 

The concert will be performed by members of the Sci- 
Tech Band, the recognized young musicians from Spring- 
field’s High School of Science and Technology, and Music 
Director Gary Bernice will lead his group through an ener- 
gizing, upbeat program. 

The concert is sponsored by Historic Classical, Inc., a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the legacy of 
the former Classical High School. The mission of Historic 
Classical is to keep the history and memories of the former 
high school alive by inviting the public to events. 

The audience is encouraged to arrive early for the free 
concert. Free pizza and other refreshments will be available. 
For more information, write info @ HistoricClassical.org or 
call 636-9550. 
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The Pioneer Valley Fiddlers will strike up an Irish tune at the Hampden Free Public Library March 14 for a noon 
performance. For information, visit the library or call 566-3047. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Library to get the Irish treatment March 14 


HAMPDEN - AI are invited to 
the Hampden Free Public Library 
Saturday, March 14 for an Irish ex- 
perience. 

Bringing the sounds of the Em- 
erald Island, the Pioneer Valley Fid- 
dlers are set to perform traditional 
Irish music during a noon perfor- 


mance in the auditorium of the 
Hampden Town House, 625 Main 
St. Music lovers are welcome to hear 
Irish fiddle tunes, sing-a-long songs 
and partake in Irish dancing. Join- 
ing the group for the occasion are 
the local dance talents of the Black 
Rose Academy of Irish Dance, who 


will showcase their traditional Irish 
step dancing abilities. 

Offered with the support of the 
Friends of the Hampden Library, the 
show is free and light refreshments 
will be served. 

For more information, visit the 
library or call 566-3047. 


‘Busy Bs’ performance to feature Strings and Friends 


WILBRAHAM - Featuring the 
works of some of the best known 
composers in music and with guest 
appearances by up-and-coming tal- 
ent, the Old Post Road Orchestra is 
set to stage one of its biggest and 
busiest performances yet. 

“The Busy Bs: Music of Bach, 
Beethoven, Bernstein, Bizet and 
Brahms” will take place at 7 p.m. 
Friday, March 6 in the auditori- 
um of Minnechaug Regional High 
School, 621 Main St. Joining the 
nonprofit orchestra for the evening 
is the Hampden-Wilbraham Strings 
and Friends, an elementary string 
program offered within the Hamp- 
den-Wilbraham Regional School 
District, founded by Elaine Hold- 
sworth and directed by Denise Gen- 
dron. 

For the March 6 performance, 
Gendron, one of three candidates 
for the open music director position 
with OPRO, will lead the orchestra 


as they honor the memory and leg- 
acy of their longtime violinist and 
friend, Madeline “Mady” Flanagan. 
Flanagan, a beloved music teacher, 
community volunteer and Ms. Se- 
nior Massachusetts 1999, passed 
away at age 89 on Dec. 9, 2019. 

“Tt is only fitting that this family 
concert, involving nearly 150 string 
students, be dedicated to the memo- 
ry of long-standing OPRO member 
and friend, Madeline Flanagan,’ 
OPRO member and spokesperson 
Elaine Gernux, of Hampden, said. 
“We just, as an orchestra, felt this 
was the best way to dedicate this 
children’s concert to her — she loved 
the kids. This is our way to express 
our gratitude.” 

Gernux said concertgoers should 
expect a varied and accessible pro- 
gram for the evening, featuring the 
fourth movement of Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 5, a short excerpt 
of Bach’s “Brandenburg Concerto” 


and Bizet’s “Farandole,’ among oth- 
ers. She noted the program should 
be accessible and relatable not just 
for the audiences, but perhaps as im- 
portantly, the guest musicians from 
Strings and Friends. 

“This will give them a feel for 
what a real orchestra is all about,” 
she said. 

More than a tribute to Flanagan, 
however, the concert is the first per- 
formance of the OPRO season to 
feature a candidate for the open mu- 
sic director position, created by the 
retirement of Juli Sansoucy. Called 
a “Conductor Candidate,’ Gernux 
said the experience is like a 10-week 
audition, where the candidate works 
with the orchestra, developing the 
program and leading rehearsals. 

For more information or to get 
involved, visit opro.org or email 
OPROWiIb @ gmail.com. 


Tuesday, March 17 


ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
ALL DAY PARTY 
Open at 12:00 pm 
FS ccesonsonne Fe 

Guinness & O’Hara’s Red Ale 


ENJOY LIVE MUSIC 8PM 


Friday, March 6 - John Cantalini 
Friday, March 13 - Spunk ‘N Sass 
Saturday, March 14 - Joe Macey 


© LUDLOW LODGE OF ELKS © 


69 CHAPIN STREET, LUDLOW, MA 


March 7 6pm-10pm February 28 
featuring the 5pm-7pm 


The McMurphys | pried or Baked Fish 


and One Non-Seafood 
Option Available 


Serving Every Friday 
During Lent 


$ 1 2 per person 
§ OS S S ots cP 


See tay 


Fe .. 
MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


“Exactly what a Main Street 
Tavern should be” 
16 DRAFT LINES 
Original Cocktails 
10 TVs © Touch Tunes Juke Box 





Corned Beef Dinner 
Buffet served at 6:30 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 


218 Main Street, Monson ¢ 413-893-9078 
i Www.218mainstreettavern.com Ei 


Tickets available at the lodge 
or by calling (413) 583-2448 


$20 per person 
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Enjoy our NEW 
Fresh Plated Breakfast 
Sunday's at 11:00 am 
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Friends at work... 


SENIORS & 





Members of the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors gather in the Community Room of 

the Wilbraham Police Department Feb. 24 to assemble the March newsletter of 

the Wilbraham Senior Center. The Friends helps to support Wilbraham’s senior 
population through various fundraising activities throughout the year. TIMES PHOTO BY 


DAVID MILES 


Senior Center to 
celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day 


HAMPDEN - All are invited to join 
the Hampden Senior Center Thursday, 
March 12 for a celebration of St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

Musician Roger Tinknell will perform 
a number of traditional Irish favorites and 
guests will be served a lunch consisting 
of corned beef, potatoes, carrots, cab- 
bage, dessert and coffee. The function 
begins at 11:30 a.m. 

Cost is $5 and participants are encour- 
aged to wear green. 

For more information or to register, 
call 566-5588. 


Senior Center, 
FD offering 
‘Sand for 


Seniors’ 


HAMPDEN - Thanks in part to a 
state Senior SAFE grant, now through 
April | the Hampden Fire Department 
and Senior Center will offer a “Sand 
for Seniors” program in town. 

All residents over the age of 60 
qualify to receive a free 5-gallon 
bucket of sand for their home to use 
on steps, walkways and paths. For 
more information or to arrange de- 
livery, visit the Senior Center at 104 
Allen St. or call 566-5588. 


Volunteer drivers needed at Senior Center 


WILBRAHAM - Residents interest- 
ed in giving time to help older adults in 
the community are currently in need at 
the Wilbraham Senior Center. 

Presently there is a need for drivers 
to transport Wilbraham seniors to med- 
ical appointments and weekend Meals 
on Wheels drivers to deliver lunch to 


roughly 12 senior households in town 
on weekends between the hours of 11:30 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

Those with interest in volunteering 
at the senior center may visit the Front 
Desk at 45 Post Office Park or call 596- 
8379. 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS Bf 


Ashe supports improved public 
health legislation 


BOSTON -— State Rep. Brian Ashe 
(D-Longmeadow) joined his colleagues in 
the House of Representatives unanimous- 
ly advancing legislation that strengthens 
local and regional public health services 
across the commonwealth. 

The bills, “An act relative to strength- 
ening the local and regional public health 
system,” supports collaboration between 
local boards of health and neighboring 
municipal health departments to deliver 
high-quality and efficient public health 
services, including disease control, emer- 
gency preparedness, restaurant inspec- 
tions, sanitary code enforcement and sui- 
cide prevention. 

“This bill will help to address the fi- 
nancial burdens our municipalities face 
when dealing with a wide variety of pub- 
lic health issues,’ Ashe said. “Providing 
training and public health standards is key 
to strengthening our public health sys- 
tems. I am also pleased the initial fund- 
ing will support new and expanded shared 


service programs right here in Western 
Mass.” 

The legislation seeks to strengthen 
local public health in three ways. First, 
it establishes the State Action for Public 
Health Excellence program, a competi- 
tive grant program that provides funding 
to public health departments to increase 
sharing across municipalities. Next, the 
bill provides boards of health officials and 
staff with free educational and training 
opportunities four times a year in regions 
across the state. Third, the legislation di- 
rects the Department of Public Health to 
develop a minimum set of standards for 
foundational public health services. 

As a first step, the House last year 
committed $500,000 in the fiscal 2020 
budget to fund new and expanded shared 
service programs in Metrowest, North 
Shore and Western Mass. communities. 

The legislation now advances to the 
state Senate for consideration. 


Health Fair comes to Scantic Valley Y 


WILBRAHAM - All are welcome to 
attend a free Health Fair next month at the 
Scantic Valley YMCA, in a program spon- 
sored by the Ludlow Elks. 

The fair will take place Thursday, 
March 12 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Y, 45 
Post Office Park. 

Geared especially for those ages 
40-years-old and older, the fair is an in- 


teractive event focused on healthy eating, 
weight management, diabetes, cancer sur- 
vivorship and stress management. Folks 
may learn healthy meal preparation op- 
tions and there will be opportunities to 
win prizes. 

For more information or to register, 
visit Scantic Valley YMCA or call 596- 
2749. 


Babysitters Academy to take place April 21 


WARE -— Baystate Mary Lane will 
sponsor a Babysitters Academy in April to 
ready area youth for spring and summer 
babysitting responsibilities. The one day 
program will take place Tuesday, April 21 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Main Con- 
ference Room located on the second floor. 

The Babysitters Academy is a certi- 
fied babysitter program for young adults 
ages 11 % to 16. The Tuesday session 
offers potential babysitters instruction in 
baby care, first aid, CPR, fire safety, home 
security, child behavior and accident pre- 
vention. 





wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 


Insurance for your every need. 


HUB International is the largest insurance broker in Massachusetts 
and we're right here in your local communities. 


We will work together with Safety Insurance to build your custom 


insurance solution. 


Looking out for you. Looking ahead for you. 


Safety Insurance 


AUTO «© MOE « EUSINESS 


O HUB 


17 Palmer Road 


Monson, MA 01057 


South Hadley - Ludlow 
East Longmeadow 


413.733.3131 


Auto and Home Insurance - Business Insurance and More 


hubne.com 





Gary J. Nielan, M.D. 
Francesca M. Bajaj, M.D. 
Thirza C. Lareau, M.D. 
Amy C. Kasper, M.D. 
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D. 


Participants are given a course booklet 
containing helpful tips and other informa- 
tion, and will receive a graduation certif- 
icate upon completion of the course. The 
program is offered by the Parenting Edu- 
cation Program at Baystate Medical Cen- 
ter. There is a $75 fee per student, then 
$30 for each additional family or group 
member. Space is limited. For more infor- 
mation or to register, visit baystatehealth. 
org/parented and click on Infant and Child 
Care or call 413-794-5515. 


e gdittric € 


@ > 

“cent We 
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D. 
Priya S. Malik, M.D. 
Deanna Tocco, M.D. 
Jonathan Rosenstein, M.D. 
Rebecca Gurney, C.N.P. 


® 
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Pediatric 
& Adolescent 
Medicine 


is pleased to announce that 


JONATHAN 
ROSENSTEIN, M.D. 


has joined our staff. 





2207 Boston Road 
Wilbraham 


35 Turkey Hill Road 
Belchertown 


(413) 599-1201 ¢ Fax: (413) 596-2940 


Www.pamcares.com 
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Kristi Tessier and Laurie 
Schoolcraft take a minute to 
pose before joining the fun. 
TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 









Families work on putting 
together masks and other 
festive accessories for the 
Family Mardi Gras party. 
TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 















Ellis Soucye is decked out for the 
Family Mardis Gras party with a 
festive mask on Saturday, Feb. 22. 
The event was held at the Federated 
Community Church. 

TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 










Kids make their own masks at the crafts table. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 








Come meet our team of 


Team 413 consistently ranks in the tor 
Making them the agents with the | 
“Per MLS a 


pe, Call them today to | 
Heidi Pafumi Crane Park Drive, Wilbraham | 413: 
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Happy retirement Gina Kahn! 
Thank you for all your excellent 
AiO) Gd <= H ALO MOK SONKGL-RHLOVAMROMsT-Hic MeN ALS! 
healthy students. 


— Your friends in Hampden and Wilbraham 
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Send us in your announcements! 


Aly phate: Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
aay ie “S| | | We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
, oe) | 7 | i) keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 

_. i . 







Times at Jackson Hole... 


Members of the New England Powder Pigs Ski Club 
catch up on their hometown happenings from Jackson 
Hole Mountain Resort in Wyoming Feb. 25. The club 
spent three days skiing at Jackson Hole and one day at 
Grand Targhee in the iconic Tetons. From left are Terri 
Leone, Tyler Witkop, Kathleen Witkop, Ray Crane, Tom 
Silva, Stephen Witkop, Brian Witkop and Dave Watson. 


Recreational meeting. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 


Bryan Litz (left), director of the Wilbraham Parks 
and Recreation Department, poses with Joe 
Kielczewksi (right), president of the Rotary Club of 
Wilbraham-Hampden following the Feb. 26 meeting 
at the Country Club of Wilbraham. Litz updated the 
club on the activities of the department. The Rotary 
Club is sponsoring a girl’s basketball team this 
season. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 








Award-winning agents! 
) 5 agents in the county and Springfield.* 

most experience to get the job done! 

S of 12/31/2019 

guy or sell your home. 


-579-8326 | team413sells@gmail.com amen tea 








REALTY CENTER 
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Women’s Club to meet 


March 12 


WILBRAHAM — The 
monthly meeting of the Wil- 
braham Women’s Club will be 
held on Thursday, March 12, 
at noon at St. Cecilia’s Parish 
Center, 42 Main St. A sand- 
wich luncheon will precede 
the meeting. 

The speaker for this meet- 
ing is author Janet Barret, who 
wrote the book “They Called 
Her Reckless.’ Come and 
hear a true story of war, love, 
and one extraordinary horse 
during the Korean War. This 


small Korean pony stood with 
the Marines, saving many lives 
and winning their love and re- 
spect along the way. Hear how 
this pony hauled ammunition 
up the steep hills to the front 
lines and became a real-life 
warhorse. 

Janet Barrett’s experiences 
as a horsewoman gave her a 
particular appreciation of the 
tight bond that developed be- 
tween Reckless and her fellow 
Marines from which the story 
springs. 
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HCC Foundation opens 
2020-21 scholarship season 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke 
Community College Foundation 
is now accepting scholarship ap- 
plications for the 2020-2021 aca- 
demic year. 

More than $200,000 in 
awards is available for incoming, 
continuing and transferring HCC 
students. 

The application deadline is 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020. 

Students must be currently 
enrolled at HCC or have been 
accepted for the upcoming ac- 


ademic year to be eligible for 
scholarships, which are awarded 
through the HCC Foundation, 
HCC’s nonprofit fundraising cor- 
poration. 

Applicants need only fill out a 
single online form to be automat- 
ically matched with the scholar- 
ships they are most qualified to 
receive. There are scholarships 
for new students, current students 
and students transferring to other 
institutions, scholarships based 
on financial need, scholarships 


PET PAGE4 


READERS! 


Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and Pl 


a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 
Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to: jwalker@turley.com. 


’ 


Please include your name and your pet’s name. 


141 Porter Road 
East Longmeadow MA 


Catspectations 


Cats are the world’s most popular pets, and 
why not? They are convenient pets in this 
busy world. All cats really need is food, water 
and a clean litterbox and they can take care 
of themselves. In return we get a cute furry 
companion. 


Unfortunately, I find that many people expect 
cats to act like small dogs. Expecting them to 
sit on your lap, come when you call them, greet 
you at the door and always be in a good mood. 
Yet unlike dogs, the cat 1s still halfway between 
a domestic and a wild animal, so we shouldn’t 
expect them to act the same. 


Cats can be aloof and independent, yet also can 
be very affectionate too. However, they can be 
choosy with their friends. They can be suspicious 
and sometimes even fearful of new people. A 
cat’s love and trust will often need to be earned 
through mutual understanding and respect. The 
satisfaction of earning and maintaining a cat’s 
affection is rewarding. However, there is no 
greater gift than the love of a cat! 


Article submitted by 
Here Today Adopted Tomorrow 


Photo by Brielle MacDonald 


Got Your 
| Attention? 


413-525-3532 


. Day care ue 
Boarding 


All Inclusive Packages 
Heated Floors 


Large Indoor/Outdoor Accommodations 
Playtime Available- fenced in 1/4 acre lot 


Dogs $25/day e Cats $15/day 


__B> 
WILBRAHAM 


Animal Hospital 


Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 
William D. Anderson, DVM 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM 
Denise Chiminiello, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM 
Ben Shryock, DVM 


Wilbraham Animal Hospital 
2424 Boston Road 
Wilbraham, MA 

413.596.8395 
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com 


525 Page Blvd., Spri 
413.739.6389 © esvh 


Advertise on the 
PET PAGE 
and give your business 
the exposure 
it needs to succeed! 


Call Jocelyn Walker at 
413-283-8393 
email: jwalker@turley.com 


E. Sptld. Veterinary Hospital 


for student in specific majors, 
scholarships for residents of cer- 
tain communities, and scholar- 
ships that recognize academic 
achievement. 

To begin the application pro- 
cess, go to www.hcc.edu/scholar- 
ships. 

Questions should be directed 
to the HCC Foundation office at 
413-552-2182 or Donahue 170 
on the HCC campus, 303 Home- 
stead Ave. 


www.porterroadpetcare.com/wht 


SPA Services Available 


Baths 


Manicures 


Haircuts 


(Boarding not required for grooming services) 


Gp eee 


mt GROOMING ~ 
We Groom both Dogs & Cats! 


10% Senior Discount 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 


413.222.8875 


ngfield, MA 
ospital.com 


(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291) 
Open Nights & Weekends 


Keeping Your Pet 
Happy and Healthy 


Open by Appointment Only 


106 Brimfield Road 
Monson, MA 


Michelle Lagimoniere 
Owner/Groomer 


Penny M Peck, DVM « Carolina Joos, DVM 
Laura Cyran, DVM e Maryanne Mack, DVM 
Krystle Schultz, DVM 


*Now accepting new clients. 
We always try to see all of our patients for 
emergencies during our regular business hours. 


28 Somers Road, Hampden, MA 01036 
413-566-2455 e hampdenvet@yahoo.com 
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Statewide 
tournament 
passes, will be 
implemented 
in 2021 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


As the Western Massachu- 
setts basketball and hockey tour- 
naments press on this week, a 
new tournament is now on the 
horizon. 

Last Friday morning, the 
MIAA’s membership voted in 
favor of holding a statewide tour- 
nament in all high school sports, 
and will do away with sectional 
tournaments beginning in fall 
2021. 

A special meeting of the 
MIAA and its board of directors 
was held last Friday morning at 
Assabet Valley Technical High 
School in Marlboro. Every mem- 
ber of the MIAA was allowed 
to send a representative to the 
meeting to vote on the proposal 
to hold a statewide tournament. 

It was clear by opinions 
voiced leading up to the meeting 
that most of Western Massachu- 
setts’ was against the proposal. 
Most of the opinions were that 
a statewide tournament would 
more benefit the eastern part of 
the state. 

But with the hurried rollout 
of the plan, concern of how Max- 
Preps would rank schools in the 
32-team brackets, many more 
schools than expected voted now. 
However, majority ruled with a 
193-140 vote. 

“Tt’s not the outcome I want- 
ed,” said Agawam High School 
Athletic Director David Stratton. 
“But now we move forward.” 

Stratton attended the meeting 
along with his building principal, 
Thomas Schnepp. Each member 
school, about 380 in the state, 
had the ability to vote. There 
were 333 votes cast in the deci- 
sion. 

With the vote passing, the 
MIAA will begin preparations 
to hold statewide tournaments 
in the fall of 2021, starting with 
soccer, football, field hockey, 
and girls volleyball. Sectional 
tournaments will be held during 
the 2020-2021 season. 

However, based on how the 
meeting went, the Tournament 
Management Committee, which 
created the proposal, will con- 
tinue considering how to make 
the MaxPreps formula work. 
The formula was not shared with 
the membership, citing it be- 
ing a proprietary formula. The 
MIAA membership did not have 
a vote in the implementation of 
MaxPreps. For Western Mass 
and some Central Mass. tourna- 
ments, MaxPreps will replace 
the Walker system, which was 
used due to the diversity of the 
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Falcons drop final regular season game 


With Lauren Barry 
hurt, the Falcons 
offense struggled 
against the Bombers 


By Bob Schron 
Sports Correspondent 


WILBRAHAM - Kaela 
Mochak and Chandler Pedolz- 
ky of Westfield combined for 29 
points and the Bombers soared 
to a 20-point second quarter 
lead to upset sixth ranked Min- 
nechaug, 44-33 on Senior Night 
on Wednesday, Feb. 19. 

The Falcons were scheduled 
to play Chicopee in the Western 
Massachusetts Division | semi- 
finals on Monday night. 

The Lady Falcons were 
without their top scorer and re- 
bounder, Lauren Barry. Barry 
suffered a badly sprained ankle 
in the team’s 57-52 victory over 
Chicopee last week. One of 
three captains of the team but 
wearing a walking boot, Barry 
was one of five seniors honored 
before the contest. 

“This was a very compli- 
cated game for us,’ said Min- 
nechug coach Tony Giuggio, 


Chaug competes at sectional meet 


WILBRAHAM - Last month, 
the Minnechaug Regional High 
School wrestling team compet- 
ed in the Western Massachusetts 


tournament last month. 
' - owe “SS 
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Cesar Medonica gets ready to grapple. 
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who displayed obvious overt 
emotion when introducing the 
five seniors, Madison Sanborn 
(captain), Autumn _ Strange, 
Molly Cronin, Gabby Ofcarcik 
(captain) and Barry. 

“It was just tough getting 
through all of the (emotions) 
which take place on Senior 
Night.” 

Defeated handily the first 
time they played, 57-36, 
Westfield was in attack mode 
throughout most of the game. 

“We knew they were with- 
out Lauren,” said coach Dylan 
Willey of Westfield (11-9). 
‘We wanted to speed them up. 

“We've been working 
hard all season to play to our 
strengths. And I thought we did 
that tonight” 

“Every game is important,” 
said coach Giggulo of Min- 
nechaug (16-3). “But we were 
without Lauren. 

“And We’ve clinched our 
seeding in the overall scheme of 
things and we’re virtually cer- 
tain we’ll play Chicopee. They 
were here scouting us tonight. 
We weren’t going to show them 
everything that we do.” 

In back of Mochak and Pe- 
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Division | meet at Springfield’s 
Central High School. The Fal- 
cons crowned three individual 
champions, as well as two run- 





Calvin Stiles competes at the Western Massachusetts Division 1 
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ners-up. The entire team was able 
to compete at the regional meet 
with all 14 weight classes rep- 
resented. Austin Monteiro, Jake 


Page 15 


SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 






~ Autumn Strange reaches 
out to bring down a 
board. 


Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Ice, and Cam Ice won individual 
championships. Miles Fortune 
and Jake Motyl were second 
place finishers. 


- 
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Cam Ice holds the advantage during one of his matches. 


Ryan Epilite works to turn over his opponent. 
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Bruins keep hot streak, defeat T-Birds 


SPRINGFIELD — The Spring- 
field Thunderbirds (30-26-2-0) 
could not pull away from the red- 
hot Providence Bruins, (33-18-3- 
3) who came from behind to take 
a 3-1 win on Saturday night before 
a sold-out MassMutual Center 
crowd of 6,793. 

The winning team had scored 
at least four times in each of the 
first nine meetings between the 
clubs, but defense and goaltender 
would be the story of the first pe- 
riod in Springfield on Saturday. 
Dan Vladar was on his game in the 
opening period a week after allow- 


ing four goals on just 23 Thunder- 
bird shots. The 22-year-old Bruin 
goalie stopped all 11 shots that 
came at him in the first, including 
a handful on a T-Birds power play. 

At the other end, Philippe Des- 
rosiers, who entered with 96 saves 
on his prior 102 save opportuni- 
ties, matched the youngster shot- 
for-shot. None were bigger than 
Desrosiers’ sprawling — blocker 
hand save on Steven Kampfer on 
the near post with less than five 
seconds to go in the opening peri- 
od to hold the game scoreless into 
the first intermission. 


The tie made it all the way to 
the 9:32 mark of the second be- 
fore the home side finally cracked 
the deadlock. Rodrigo Abols won 
a faceoff cleanly in the right cir- 
cle back to Ethan Prow, who once 
again let a seeing-eye wrister get 
through traffic and past Vladar to 
make it a 1-0 lead for Springfield. 

The lead would be short-lived, 
as just 2:11 later, operating on a 
man advantage, Peter Cehlarik 
found a soft spot in the slot area 
and lifted a perfect backhand shot 
under the crossbar to finally get 
one through Desrosiers and tie the 


game, I-1, at 11:43. 

Special teams would contin- 
ue to be Springfield’s undoing in 
the final period. In the midst of 
an ()-for-6 power play night, Jack 
Studnicka fired the gut punch with 
his seventh shorthanded goal of 
the season on a breakaway back- 
hander at 9:11 of the final period 
to give Providence the only lead it 
would need, 2-1. 

For good measure, the Bruins 
got defenseman Urho Vaakanain- 
en into the offense, as Steen found 
him creeping up into the left cir- 
cle for a one-timer past Desrosiers 


at 16:15 to round out the scoring. 
Desrosiers turned away 25 of 28 
shots as he saw his three-start 
win streak come to an end, while 
Providence took home its seventh 
straight win behind 31 saves from 
Vladar. 

The T-Birds and Bruins re- 
match again on Friday and Sat- 
urday in a home-and-home series 
in Providence on Friday and back 
in Springfield on Saturday at 7:05 
p.m. for Pink in the Rink Night 
presented by Baystate Health to 
benefit the Rays of Hope Founda- 
tion. 


Hallie O’Toole takes the long shot. 
CHAUG | from page 16 


dolzky, the Bombers controlled the 
action from the start. They forced 
the Falcons into eight uncharacter- 
istic first quarter turnovers and took 
an unprecedented 18-0 lead after the 
first quarter. The clock read 5:29 of 
the second quarter before the Fal- 
cons finally scored (the first of four 
straight free throws by Molly Cronin. 

It wasn’t until 3:00 left in the half 
until they scored their first field goal, 
a driving layup by Madison Sanborn. 

It was part of a 9-2 run which 
made the score representative at half- 
time, 24-9. 

Cronin, Emily Howard and Gab- 
by Ofcacik all scored seven points. 


Jd ; 
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as she shoots. 


However, with their closer, Barry, 
absent, the Falcons were never really 
in it. 

They were able to cut the lead to 
32-22 when Lilly Grono provided a 
crucial spark off the bench. But then 
Pedolsky delivered a killer three to 
open it back up again, 35-22. 

When the Falcons made anoth- 
er run with the score 37-25, Olivia 
Hadia put it away for good with an- 
other three. 

“Westfield played hard and they 
played to win,” said Gigguo after- 
ward as the Minnechaug people 
took down the Senior Night Green 
and White streamers. “Again, when 
you’re having those emotions and 
things aren’t going your way, it’s 


Gabby Ofcarcik keeps the ball away from her opponent 
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hard to recover when things aren’t 
going your way. 

“And I told the girls after the 
game, ‘you competed. You didn’t 
quit. You kept fighting.’ 

“We’re hoping Lauren can get 
back for the (opening round of the 
tournament). We’re hoping she can 
get back and really help us out. But if 
she can’t, I’m proud of our team and 
what we’ve accomplished this year 
and we’ll go with what we’ve got.” 

When asked to elaborate about 
Barry, the coach said, “Lauren does 
everything: She shoots, rebounds, 
blocks shots---she’s an all-state play- 
er. It’s hard to replace all of those tal- 
ents.” 


College: Kelly 
competes in 
backstroke, relay 


WESTFIELD — Westfield State senior Kelsey 
Johnstone (Southwick, Mass./Westfield HS) added a 
second New England Intercollegiate Swimming and 
Diving Association title to her resume on Sunday af- 
ternoon, winning the 200 breaststroke at the Tootell 
Pool at the University of Rhode Island. 

Johnstone, who won the 100 breaststroke on Satur- 
day, completed the 200-yard event in 2:26.66. 

It is the second time that Johnstone has swept those 
two events at the NEISDA championship — she dou- 
bled up in those events as a sophomore in 2018. 

In other action, Kait Kelly (Hampden, Mass./Min- 
nechaug) placed ninth in the 50 backstroke, while Car- 
ly Thibodeau (Mendon, Mass.) took 11th and Jenna 
Albrecht (Methuen, Mass.) 16th in the 200 butterfly. 

The Owls 400 freestyle relay team of Kelly, Taylor 
Pierce (Moriches, NY/William Floyd), Nicole Pechu- 
lis (Longmeadow, Mass.) and Johnston placed ninth. 

Westfield State finished ninth in the team scoring 
for the meet with 451 points. Roger Williams won 
the meet with 1519, followed by Simmons 1426 and 
Keene State 1094. 21 teams competed at the meet, 
which was the 100th anniversary of the NEISDA 
Championships. 
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Western Mass. region and so many teams playing in 
leagues with teams in multiple divisions. 

During the course of the next year, the MIAA will 
expand many of its sports to five divisions statewide. 
With the exception of football, most mainstream 
sports like soccer, basketball, baseball, and softball, 
have four divisions. The idea of expanding to five divi- 
sions will allow more teams to make a 32-team field as 
well as hopefully level the competition. 

During the meeting, a brief presentation of the 
statewide tournament was given. Athletic directors 
and administrators in attendance were then given an 
opportunity to speak or ask questions. 

Many concerns were raised over the amount of 
travel that could take place. The extreme example uti- 
lized was a team having to go from Lee (far Western 
Mass.) to Nantucket (far Eastern Mass.). 

Joe Gamache, representing Franklin Technical 
High School, said it would also be hard for parents to 
support their children with trips across the state like 
that. 

His point was countered by Shaun Hart from Burl- 
ington, a member of the TMC. 

“In order for this tournament to be as bad as people 
want to make it out to be you have to hit the lottery 
of playoff magic to hit the farthest ride people have 
mentioned,” said Hart. 

Alison Jordan-Ganger and William Metzger spoke 
from Western Mass. spoke. 

Jordan-Ganger, vice principal and athletic director 
at Granby High School, said student representatives 
should have been more involved. 

“They should have been here to speak their mind,” 
she said. “We missed the boat on this one.” 

Metzger, principal of Monson High School, ques- 
tioned how the state would approach splitting of fans 
if two teams had to play at far-away locations on the 
same day. 

He was told the conflicts could be avoided with 
certain scheduling. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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This week in recreation 


By Helen Sullivan, Clerk 
Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


So as I write this, the 
weather is totally confus- 
ing me. This morning it was 
raining, but quite mild (52 at 
my house), but a few hours 
later it’s very windy and 38. 
That’s what seasons are like 
in New England. But I’m 
going to keep with a “spring 
is coming” mindset because 
I see crocuses coming up in 
my gardens and possibly even 
daffodils. 

A sure sign that spring is 
almost here is that registra- 
tion is complete for softball, 
baseball and girls’ lacrosse. 
Excitement was evident in 
the girls’ demeanor, so it 
was clear that they are tru- 
ly psyched to be outside and 
playing again. Spring Track 
and Field registration is open, 
as 1s the ART-Ventures pro- 
grams at Stony Hill (More 
Just Fun Art-Ventures) and 
Mile Tree Schools (Spread 
Your Wings and Roar). 

Registration for the Easter 
Egg Hunt, which is always a 
super time, has opened. The 
event will be held April 11 
with all kinds of fun activ- 
ities and prizes. Our intern 
from Western New England 
University, Eric Garete, is 
playing a key role in organiz- 
ing the event. You must sign 
up in advance because we 
do not accept registrations at 
the event. Please keep your 
fingers crossed for a good 





weather that day! 

March 10 is the opening of 
registration for Koufax Base- 
ball (grades 7-9), Smart Start 
Baseball, and Spring Volley- 
ball (grades 3-8). And believe 
it or not, we’ ll be starting reg- 
istration for Spec Day Camp 
on March 17. All of these are 
very popular activities, so be 
sure to sign up early to guar- 
antee that you are able to get 
a slot. 

Spring Tennis registration 
will be starting on March 31. 
Don’t be concerned about 
whether you have enough ex- 
perience or not. This program 
is geared to players of all lev- 
els — from beginners to ex- 
perts. Get out, get some court 
time, and be ready to take on 
all when summer gets here. 

The Friends of Recre- 
ation’s annual Falcon Trail 
Race is going to be held on 
Saturday, April 18. While 
registration is allowed at the 
event, early registrants (be- 
fore March 29) will get a 
custom designed long-sleeve 
shirt. It’s an easy-to-navigate 
5K race and there prizes will 
be awarded for the different 
age groups. 

The Spec Pavilion rent- 
al calendar is filling fast. If 
you have an upcoming family 
or business event and you’re 
looking for a beautiful loca- 
tion to hold it, reserve the fa- 
cility now. Rental information 
and reservation form can be 
found on our website www. 
wilbrahamrec.com. 


Cougars reach 
playofis with win 


HOLYOKE — Men’s basket- 
ball won two more regional away 
games this past week, making it 
three straight victories to close 
out the regular season. With the 
wins, the Cougars clinch a post- 
season playoff spot, qualifying 
for the New England Champion- 
ship Tournament. Holyoke de- 
feated Northern Essex CC 79-76 
on Tuesday before cruising past 
local rival Springfield Technical 
CC 97-77 on Thursday. 

Sophomore forward Michael 
Castillo (Northampton, MA / 
Northampton HS) has attained a 
remarkable achievement, having 
scored his 1000th career point. 
He reached 1000 in Thursday’s 
game, becoming just the third 
HCC men’s basketball player in 
history to accomplish the feat. 
Castillo became a member of 
the Cougar’s 500-Point Club 
when he scored 532 points as 
a freshman, and so far this sea- 
son he has racked up 469 points. 
Castillo scored 24 points in 
Thursday’s win which includ- 
ed shooting 5 for 5 from the 
free-throw line. Jequan Rogers 
(Springfield, MA / Sabis HS) 


had a major accomplishment of 
his own in the win over STCC, 
registering an elusive triple-dou- 
ble. Rogers led the Cougars in 
scoring on the night, tallying 
26 points while grabbing 10 
rebounds and dishing out 10 
assists. Moashaun Alvarado 
(Springfield, MA / Sci-Tech HS) 
was dominant in both of this 
week’s games for Holyoke, re- 
cording a double-double in each 
contest. Alvarado had 29 points 
and 18 rebounds on Tuesday 
and 22 points with 12 boards on 
Thursday. 

The Cougars end the regular 
season with a regional record 
of 12-8 and an overall record 
of 12-11. Their dozen wins are 
the most by a Cougar men’s 
basketball team in over a de- 
cade. Early next week, Holyoke 
will learn who their regional 
championship first-round oppo- 
nent will be. They could play 
a post-season game as early as 
Wednesday, Feb. 26 with the 
New England championship 
game taking place on Sunday, 
March Ist. 


BUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
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Webb tournament set to take place in March 


CHICOPEE — This year 
marks the 35th year Kevin Vann 
has enjoyed coaching youth 
basketball—and for 16 of those 
years, he has provided young 
people in Greater Springfield 
and Northern Connecticut with 
the chance to play in a compet- 
itive tournament. 

As the founder of the George 
Webb Memorial Basketball 
Tournament, which supports the 
Boys & Girls Club of Chicopee, 
Vann was proud to announce 
this year to sponsors and partic- 
ipants that the event topped the 
$200,000 fundraising mark in 
2019. 

“Thank you for standing 
with me over the past 16 years, 
supporting the kids of the club,” 
he said. “I have a deep passion 
for basketball, yet my 35 years 
of coaching pales in comparison 
to the 108 years that the Boys & 
Girls Club of Chicopee has been 
there every day for the now 358 
boys and girls of this city. They 
are children who desperately 
need encouragement, compan- 
1onship, challenge and opportu- 
nity to help them grow into re- 
sponsible and respected human 
beings.” 

The largest basketball tour- 
nament of its kind, the 15-day 
event tips off on March 13 at the 
club, ending on March 28. Each 
year, the tourney draws hundreds 
of spectators to watch more than 
40 teams of boys and girls play. 

Vann founded the George 
Webb Memorial Basketball 
Tournament in 2005 to honor 
his late friend, George Webb, 
who died of cancer at age 52 in 


2004. A basketball player who 
shot hoops at the club on Tues- 
day evenings, Webb rarely lost a 
game, and, Vann said, “When he 
did, he showed true sportsman- 
ship to whoever he was playing 
against.” 

Vann and his business, The 
Vann Group of Springfield, a 
professional services outsourc- 
ing company, have sponsored 
the tournament since its start. 
And it has been held at the club 
it supports since the beginning 
as well. 

“The George Webb Basket- 
ball Tournament embodies the 
values of the Boys & Girls Club 
of Chicopee,” Vann said. “It’s an 
even competition for teams of 
boys and girls aged 8 to 13 who 
have varying abilities as ball 
players.” 

For the second year in a row, 
Daishany Miller of Chicopee 
was named the club’s Youth of 
the Year. To achieve the title of 
Youth of the Year, a club mem- 
ber must embody the values 
of leadership and service, aca- 
demic excellence, and healthy 
lifestyles. The Youth of the Year 
serves as a role model for other 
young people in the club and as 
a representative to the commu- 
nity. 

Drawn to investigate the club 
in 2014, Miller, 19, soon ad- 
opted it as a second home and 
learned how to thrive as a lead- 
er. “It takes strength to fit in and 
courage to stand out,’ Miller 
said. “The club is there for me 
and encourages me to take the 
steps I need to strive to be a bet- 
ter version of myself.” 
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Vann said the tournament 
has allowed thousands of young 
people to experience the safe ha- 
ven that is the Boys & Girls Club 
of Chicopee, play a sport and de- 
velop values that will last them 
a lifetime. 

The club has a mission to 
fill the gap between school and 
home. According to a nation- 
al organization called the Af- 
terschool Alliance, every day, 
362,312 children in Massachu- 
setts leave school with nowhere 
to go with an adult present. 

The club offers activities, re- 
sources, supportive relationships 
with peers and adults and pro- 
grams that can be life-changing, 
and it served 1,802 young peo- 
ple last year; 358 were members, 
and the other 1,444 were served 
through community outreach 
programs. 

The Boys & Girls Club of 
Chicopee has two locations in 
town and is staffed by 30 adults 
and 50 volunteers. 

Seventy-one percent of those 
who are nurtured at the club are 
12 and younger; the others are 
teenagers. Of the total served, 
69 percent are in minority ethnic 
groups and 32 percent are in sin- 
gle-parent households. 

For more information about 
the tournament, visit bgcchi- 
copee.org/george-webb-me- 
morial-basketball-tournament/. 
For information on _ spon- 
sorship opportunities, visit 
georgewebbtournament.com or 
contact Ruth Griggs at (413) 
727-3354 or email her at ruth@ 
rccomms.com. 
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STAFF WRITER 
POSITION 


Turley Publications 1s seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position 1s based in our Ware 


LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 
Request For Proposals 
Architectural and 
Engineering Inspection 
Services 

The Town of Wilbraham, 
acting by and through its 
Board of Selectmen, invites 
qualified architectural and 
engineering firms (Bidders) 
to respond to a Request For 
Proposals (RFP) to inspect 
and evaluate sixteen (16) 
town buildings, including 
Structural conditions, founda- 
tions, exterior and interior 
envelope, HVAC and associ- 


office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 











community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 
The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 

and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 

towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 


companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 
* Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
* Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 


* Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


ocal newspapers play vital roles 

in communities across the globe. 

The Information Age has changed 
the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities. 


While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers. 


¢ Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu- 
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in- 
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc- 
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what's going on in their own commu- 
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively. 


e Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own- 

ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength- 
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities. 


e Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc- 
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu- 
nities and build stronger communi- 
ties as a result. 


e Local newspapers can benefit chil- 
dren. National newspapers may have 
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ated control systems at an 
ASHRAE Level II standard, 
exterior doors and windows, 
roofing, electrical, water sup- 
ply and drainage systems, 
septic systems, conformance 
with ADA, kitchen equip- 
ment, interior and exterior 
lighting, generators, fire 
detection/suppression sys- 
tems, exit and emergency 
lighting systems, intercoms, 
telephone communication 
systems, security systems, 
pavement and drainage and 
to prepare a report on said 
buildings for use by the 
Capital Planning Committee 
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Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 


public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


in updating the town’s multi- 
year Capital Improvements 
Plan. 

The RFP may be obtained 
beginning on 12:00 p.m. 
March 11, 2020 from the 
Board of Selectmen’s Office, 
240 Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095, 
(413) 596-2800; and on the 
Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
A question and answer ses- 
sion for Bidders is sched- 
uled for Wednesday, March 
18, 2020 at 10 AM in the 
Town Office Building. The 
deadline to submit propos- 
als is Wednesday, April 8, 
2020 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Board of Selectmen’s Office. 
Proposals will be opened and 
recorded at approximately 
2:05 p.m. in the adjacent 
Town Hall Conference 


Room. Proposals must be 
submitted using the forms 
provided in the RFP. The 
Board of Selectmen, upon 
consideration of recommen- 
dations from an ad hoc com- 
mittee designated by and 
including the Town 
Administrator, Building 
Commissioner, Facilities and 
Maintenance Manager, 
Finance Committee Chair, 
and Capital Planning 
Committee Chair, shall 
award the contract to the 
Bidder submitting the most 
advantageous proposal. The 
Board of Selectmen reserves 
the right to reject any or all 
proposals, to waive informal- 
ities, or to issue new RFP’s, 
as deemed in the interest of 
the Town. 

Board of Selectmen 
3/05, 3/12/2020 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles © Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


; <J 
Trusted Name Since 1982 


www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 








little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa- 
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri- 
ate for young readers. According to 


Newspapers in Education, students 


who participated in an NIE group 
in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 


than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa- 
pers in class. 


Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 


local readers and business owners. 


13 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities 


Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette »« Chicopee Register « Country Journal 


Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel « The Sun 


Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News ¢ Wilbraham Times « Shopping Guide 


800.824.6548 ¢ www.newspapers.turley.com 








Turley 





Publications, Inc. 
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The MacDuffie School 





Summer Kids Camp 
Registration Now Open 


The MacDuffie School of- 
fers a coed, full day summer 
program for students entering 
grades 1-8. The program is of- 
fered in six, one-week sessions 
starting July 6th and is held on 
The MacDuffie School campus 
in Granby, MA. 

Participants spend the morn- 
ing engaged in a program area 
of their choosing, enjoy a lunch 
by Sage Dining Services, and 
then stay active with a variety 
of afternoon activities and field 
trips throughout the week. Our 
program leaders are passionate 
and experienced, and we all 


look forward to creating a fun 
and supportive environment for 
your child to thrive this sum- 
mer! 

To register, visit https://sum- 
mer.macduffie.org/ 

The MacDuffie School is 
a rigorous college preparatory 
school whose mission is: To 
foster in all students the intel- 
lectual habits of mind, high eth- 
ical standards, and respect for 
diversity required for becoming 
effective individuals in their 
personal and work lives and 
moral and responsible partici- 
pants in the world beyond. 


CARING FOR BIOWN’S 


wozror2svars! 1 Belchertown Kidz Club 
ba) 


FOR AGES 5-12 YEARS 

10 Themed Weeks! 

, STEM @ ART © COOKING e SPORTS 
SWIMMING e FIELD TRIPS ¢ DAILY CURRICULUM 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES & MORE! 

JUNE 22nd - AUG 25th* 

Mon - Fri / 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 
” *We follow the Belchertown school schedule. 
Extended camp available for students entering kindergarten in the fall! 


a.) 
| 7 t= Enrolling for ALL Summer and Fall Programs 
Ply (Pre-K & School Age - Before/After School} 


~ &.OPEN HOUSE « Sat., March 28th, 10am-2pm 


FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE 
CHOOSE FROM FULL WEEK - PART TIME - FULL OR 3/4 DAY 
4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439 


belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com 
Follow Us (4 EEC LICENSE #2912222 


We walk to the “2 
Free Summer Lunch“? 
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The Arbors Camp is gearing up for another season in the sun. 
From exploring nature and science to playing sports and 
games and creating art and music, The Arbors Camp gives 
kids amazing opportunities to learn, play and create. Summer 
camp is an unforgettable experience that is the beginning of 
many lifelong friendships. Start getting excited now. 


The Arbors Camps in Chicopee and East Longmeadow are open 
to kids ages 5-12. Visit arborskids.com for more information. 
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Belchertown Kidz 
Club is partnering with 
community and families 
to build our children’s 
futures. Creative hands 
on approaches and per- 
sonalized support help 
shape the development 
of all of our unique 
learners from Preschool 
through 6th grade. 
Come grow, learn, and 
play with us! 


Co-éd e Grades 1-8 
SS), duly 6 - Aug 14 


~~ ’ 


Space Is 
limited 

so don’t 
wait! 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 
Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: July 6 - 10 Week 4: July 27 - 31 
Week 2: July 13 - 17 Week 5: August 3 - 7 
Week 3: July 20 - 24 Week 6: August 10 - 14 


Camp programs include: 
_ Arts ¢ Athletics © Coding ¢ Creative Writing « Dance ¢ Theater ® Science | 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ® Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 


HOLYOKE PEDIATRIC 
ASSOCIATES 


150 Lower Westfield Rd, Holyoke 
" a 84 Willimansett St, South Hadley 


ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 
Call Us Today 413-536-2393 a 


Introducing our . 
newest physician- Book your child’s 


Dr. Kristin Lynch choo! camp, sports, ot annual 
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Now! 


Children need physicals going into K, 4th, 7th & 10th grades. 
e Pre-natal visits e Newborns to age 21 e Lactation Services 


e Annual physicals e Sports physicals ¢ Behavioral Health Services 
e On-site Baystate Reference Lab in the Holyoke office 
e Most insurances accepted e Open weekends & holidays! 


www.holyokepediatrics.com 
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Summer at Stoneleigh-Burnham School 
Now Offers Day Camps in Dance and Animation 


GREENFIELD, MA. Stoneleigh-Burnham School 
(SBS), an independent day and boarding school in Green- 
field, Massachusetts, is pleased to announce day camps for 
their summer programs in Dance and Animation. These new 


CAPEN HILL NATURE SANCTUARY SCIENCE and 
WATURE PROGRAM 
LOCATED AT 56 CAPEN ROAD, CHARLTON, MA 


4 ONE WEEK SESSIONS STARTING July 13th / AGES 5-12 
Now Offering 


TEEN STEM CAMP 


é For Ages 13-15 


/ , Four Themed Weeks S per 
| / Starting July 13th week 
Fl i“ .:1vh_O: 
VISIT WWW .CAPENHILL.ORG. SAVE TIME and REGISTE 
' = , ‘, 
= os DN LINE es s, | 
= GET BACK TO NATURE. — nN 
Capen Hill is an #6-acre sanctuary with trails open from 
dawn until dusk, and a visitor center that houses a 
library, mineral collection, animal residents, and a gift shop, 
Dedicated to Preservation and Environmental Education 





Space its limited. 


options are in addition to the boarding summer experiences 
that Stoneleigh-Burnham has been offering for many years. 

SBS’s signature summer programs are hosted by expert 
faculty on their beautiful 100-acre campus in Greenfield. 
The programs are designed for girls ages 8-18 and empha- 
size the development of confidence, the acquisition of skills, 
and the discovery of new talents. 

The week-long Animation Intensive Camp occurs oc- 
curs July 5-10 and is designed for female artists in middle 
and high school who are interested in 2D and 3D animation. 
Campers have the opportunity to work with professional 
artists and animators as well as develop a short film of their 
own design. 

There are two options for the week-long Dance Inten- 
sive: July 19-25 and July 26-August 1. Designed for inter- 
mediate and advanced dancers in middle and high school, 
this course provides girls with the opportunity to train with 
professional instructors and study ballet, jazz, yoga, hip 
hop, and more. 

Also being offered this summer is the premier Bonnie 
Castle Riding Camp which has been instructing girls ages 
8-16 in Hunters, Jumpers, Equitation, Dressage, Combined 
Training, and Equine Studies for over 30 years. There are 


Register today! 


= 


PROGRAMS 
INCLUDE: 

Drone adventures 

Video Game Design 
Cooking & Baking 
Wilderness Survival 
Basketball/Soccer/ Fencing 


<r — Ty fy foe 3 E 


visit hcc.edu/summer 
to learn more 


e Soccer 


e Baseball 
e Softball 


¢ Boys Basketball 


two options for this all levels, boarding-only program: July 
5-18 and July 19-August 1. 

According to Director of Admissions Kristen Mariotti, 
“We are very excited to offer these summer day camp pro- 
grams as part of our initiative to make a Stoneleigh-Burn- 
ham experience more accessible to local families.” 

Summer Program Coordinator Liz Vollinger added, 
“With both boarding and day options, Summer at Stone- 
leigh-Burnham is a great way to introduce girls to all that 
SBS has to offer.” 

To learn more or to register, please visit sbschool.org/ 
summer or contact Summer Program Coordinator Liz 
Vollinger at lvollinger@sbschool.org or by calling 413-774- 
2711 x272. 

Now celebrating its 150th anniversary, Stoneleigh-Burn- 
ham School has been preparing girls grades 7-12 & PG for 
college and the world. Stoneleigh-Burnham is an academic 
community with an international perspective that inspires 
girls to pursue meaningful lives based on honor, respect, and 
intellectual curiosity. Each student is challenged to discover 
her best self and graduate with the confidence to think inde- 
pendently and act ethically, secure in the knowledge that her 
voice will be heard. 


REYNOLDS BASEBALL CLINICS 
Operated by Head Coach 

: Matt Reynolds 

~ Youth Day Clinic: Aug 25-26 
* High School Clinic: Aug 30 


AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL 
COLLEGE 


Yellow Jackets 


Summer 
e Girls Basketball 


June 29th —- July 3rd 
June 29th —- July 3rd 
July 13th - July 16th 
July 20th —- July 23rd 
July 27th — July 30th 


Camp information and registration 


can be found at the following address: 


HOLYOKE 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 


www.aicyellowjacketcamps.com 


You can schedule an appointment with me, Nicki Callini, online anytime! 
1. Log in to aic.edu/connect 


2. Search for my name in the search bar & select me 
3. Select SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT & book your appointment 
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om UP NOW FOR 
~ SUMMER CAMP 





SUMMER AT 
STONELEIGH-BUR 


STONELEIGH-BURNHAM 
SUMMER PROGRAMS 


Greenfield, MA 
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center iu. 


SUMMER CAMPS 


July 6 - July 10 | 
July 27 - Juy 31 a) 
August 17 - August 21 | 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) | 
Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English @& Western, Ages 5 & up 


Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


o oJ 
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
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Polish Alliance Youth Camp, Inc. 


CAMP STANIGCA 


22 Paul St., Bondsville, Massachusetts 
Anon a Sea co-ed camp for ages 6-15 




















i= = 





Session 1: July 12-18, 2020 ‘ 
Session 2: July 19-25, 2020 
Call for info: 413-592-0227 emai: campstanicapna@yahoo.com 
a Day & Overnight Options for 
Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 
Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 e Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 
Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 
Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 © 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 


HAMPSHIRE GYMNASTICS 
SUMMER MORNING PROGRAM 


Fun for Girls & Boys 4-10 years old 
Monday-Friday 9 am - 1 pm (early drop off available) 
NOW OFFERING 1 week sessions starting July 6th 





Drop your kids off fora 
morning of non-stop fun! 
Our program includes 
gymnastics instruction, 
games, outside activities, 
arts and crafts, and slip- 
n-slide! They will love our 





trampolines, air pit, 
balance beams, rings and 
rock wall! Price $ 200 
week. Call our office or 





go online for more 
information. 











461 West Street Amherst, MA 01002 GYMNASTICS 
(413) 256-6990 C 
www.hampshiregymnastics.com 
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Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 
From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 





Bement Adventure Camp 
Session I: July 6 - July 17 + Session 2: July 20 - July 31 
Digging into Nature at Pine Hill 
Week 1: June 15-19 + Week 2: June 22-26 
Week 3: August 3-7 
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Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


PLUS: 


New Robotics 
Program 
(grades 5-8) 


Belchertown Day School 
presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


~, Children are our top priority! 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 
As low as $29/day. 


School Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


Full Day Camp Includes: 
Swimming, Field Trips, Sports, Nature Exploration, 
Arts & Crafts, Weekly Themes. 
Flexible Scheduling Available 


For more information, visit 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


SUMMER CAMP 


LUDLOW COMMUNITY CENTER 
RANDALL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
91 Claudia’s Way Ludlow, MA 01056 
413-583-2072 
Camp Hours: 6:30am - 5:30PM 


June 22"7 - August 14" 


Weekly Field Trips 
For more information, visit: 


www.ludlowbgc.org 
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See how curious children 
become eager students. 


gal The Gorse Children’s Center 
f is Now Enrolling! 
e Infant © Toddler ¢ Preschool 
e Pre-Kindergarten 
¢ Before & After-School Program 
(K-3rd) 
Summer Explorations: 
Fabulous Field Trips, 
Outrageous Outdoor Activities, 
Science Rocks, Art Smart, 
Water Play, Fun & Games! 


¢ Full & part-day programs 
¢ Flexible scheduling 
¢ Academic & full year calendars 


. al 


"6 The Gorse Children’s Center 
at Mount Holyoke College 
27 Morgan Street, South Hadley, MA 
413-538-3351 
gorse@brighthorizons.com 
www.brighthorizons.com/gorse 


Gorse 
Open House 


Wed., April 8 
3:30-5:30pm 


THE DOCTORS ARE IN... 





Bright Honzons. 











~ Visit our new Belchertown 
office just down the road from 
fie previous location. | 


Call to book your camp 
physicals today! 


Francesca M. Bajaj, M.D. 
Thirza GC. Lareau, M.D. 
Amy C. Kasper, M.0. 
Kimberly A. Dewey, M.D. 
Kimberly J. Martins, M.D. 
Priya S. Malik, M.D. 
Deanna Tocco, M.D. 
Jonathan Rosenstein, M.D. 
Rebecca Gumey, C.N.P. 





#2 Convenient 
Locations! 


2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 5, Belchertown 


(413) 599-1201 © Fax: (413) 323-1145 
Www.pamcares.com 





EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION 


Thursday, April 16'" & Tuesday, April 28™ 
9:00am — 2:00pm 

Thursday, April 23" & Monday, May 4" 
6:00pm — 7:30pm 





$160 per week/per child — Ludlow Resident 
$170 per week/per child — Non-resident 


No Appointment Necessary/No Additional Discounts 


Must pay in Full or Use Auto Debit 





General Registration 





Friday, May 15" 9:00-2:00PM 
Wednesday, May 20" 6:00-7:30PM 
Thursday, May 28" 6:00-7:30PM 


$180 per week/per child: Ludlow Resident 
$190 per week/per child: Non-Resident 


$50 registration fee will be waived with pay in full 
or auto debit option. 


Space is Limited 
Must bring a voided check or bank letter for auto debit 
*Current immunizations due at the time of registration* 
Questions? Contact: ssantos@ludlowbgc.org or kmartins@ludlowbgc.org 
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Classifi 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


March 5, 2020 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


THANK YOU ST. JUDE & God the 


Father for prayers granted. JMD 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 


FIREWOOD guide. Submit your idea for a free con- repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
sultation. Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
ee 6679 
FIREWOOD LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 


a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 





***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 












AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


****** A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 


4243. the Buy New England Classified Ad debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. | weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, = Swimming pools removed. Cheap-  rotta@gmail.com for more information. 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? er than dumpster fees and we do all 7 So 

MISCELLAN EOUS You are reading one of our ads now!! —_the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 


(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Buying? Selling? 
Our 


ae 1-866-945-3783. Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
AGE requires immediate action. Local Pll Euoiie- Rend C| ifi ( 
professionals that respond immediate- a ae nen dSSITEdS en 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. Work done at your home. Get Results! Cc ) 
1-800-506-3367 => Call Mike (413) 348-7967 ) 








WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE’ SER- 
VICE Since 1981. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, re- 
frigerators, stoves, dishwashers. Also 
dryer vent cleaning. (413)536-0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 


FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 











Hs 


mel 


GES 
“55 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 

GRANBY , 
BRIMFIELD 

STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
$34.50 9535.00 Pa §35.50 "3800 or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price 
Address - ls et _ Add a second ZONE 
Town, State: Zips Add a third ZONE 
NumberofWeeks: X perweekrate=$ Subtotal 
Credit Card: Ld MasterCard OVISA 4 Discover Ld Cash Lb Check# x Number of Weeks 
CU. 8 ee Exp.Date__ CVV TOTAL Enclosed 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY 
















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
$s additional word's 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
~~ £ Quabbin 
J 





WEEK! 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam Ouimette 
413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENT: KITCH- 
ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Mark 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


***AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP- 
ING*** Spring Clean-ups, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, bobcat 
service, new lawns, new landscaping, 
brick walks and patios. Free estimates. 
Residential/ Commercial (413)746- 
9065 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 
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LANDSCAPING 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


LEGAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEY PATRICIA HEBERT 
40 years experience. Divorce, Wills, 
Estates, 209A, Custody, Adoption, Al- 
imony, Child Support, Mediation. ALL 
COUNTIES 413-786-2211 He- 
bert.PMH@gmail.com 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER 
WORKS alone, quality work, licensed. 
Best prices for sheds, garages, and 
ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


Loy NS Seo} Lae .S 5 
413-219-6339 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO PARTS 


BUYING JUNK OR wrecked cars 
and light trucks. Call Mark’s Auto Parts, 
in East Granby, CT. 860-653-2551 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 


ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 
male. Very nice job. $15.40 hr. Call 
413-283-2508 


FOSTER CARE. 


You can help change 
someone’s life. 
Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 





IN HOME CAREGIVER for Senior, 
dementia woman. Sundays 7am-5pm 
plus backup. Call 413-544-8356 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


SHARED LIVING- 
seeking families to share their 
home with individuals with 
developmental disabilities. 
Call 413-734-2493 
for more information. 





FINANCIAL SERVICES 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


LUDLOW- JOY ST.- 4 ROOMS 
near bus line, private parking. No pets. 
413-543-5326 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


RENOVATED 1 BR apt in Three 
Rivers, 2nd fl. Rent includes w/d, heat, 
parking. No 
smoking, no pets $1,200/ mo. 508- 


water, trash removal, 


241-8127 


2020 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


Tax Return Stressing You Out? WE CAN HELP! 
Make your appointment today; let us worry about it for you! 
¢ FREE Direct Deposit * FREE Electronic Filing 
¢ Evening & Saturday Hours Available 
¢ Drop-Off Services * Personal & Business Tax Preparation 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
ci Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


VCs} Coral ce) aim ecb. arclalei ml latclaleltclmeys) AUs(@sts 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


CallForAn |JRS 
Appointment |<27™> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @ charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FAAS FPF 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


PROVIDER 


Federal & All States 


(S74 





$50 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients 





CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 





zhest « 
CLASSIFIEDS? 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 


INC. 


Reaching readers in 50 local 


communities every week. 
~— aaa —__ 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


© Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 
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Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network 
MT eat acti ae | CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES 


SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS 
STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 


ACT 84 Yale St., Ludlow 6 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $194,900 
Call any of these agents ACT 114 Maxwell Rd., Monson 9 room, 4 bed, 3f 1h bath Contemporary, Ranch $415,0000 


and they will: CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS 

7 7 STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 
Price your home aie ACT  114Chapin Greene Dr U:114 Ludlow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 2h bath Townhouse, Attached $192,900 
2 PCG 2205 Boston Rd U:C25 Wilbraham 6 room, 2 bed, 2f 1h bath Townhouse $202,500 

Suggest improvements & TANG SNES 
staging. Create Melite STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 
ee ACT lot 54 Knollwood, Ludlow 1.45 Residential acres (63,162 SqFt) $42,000 
& advertising to attract ACT Lot 59A Knollwood Rd., Ludlow, 0.98 Residential acres (42,605 SqFt) $64,900 


a9n - ACT 89 Timberidge Rd., Ludlow, 1.33 Residential acres (57,813 SqFt) $96,900 
qualified buyers. Guide the ACT Lot 4 Silver Monson 2.83 Residential acres (123,274 SqFt) $84,900 


sale to a smooth closing. COMMERCIAL LISTINGS 


STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE 
ACT 145 Palmer Rd Monson, Commercial Building 155 $1,975 x1 Monson $1,975 


Call lis Today! ACT 145 Palmer Rd Monson, 5856 SqFt Commercial Building $239 480 
| 


Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA 











CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 


eee eee HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham, 
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John Moltenbrey 








Tom Avezzie Nick Ferrara Bonnie Leaning Luci Giguere Ann Paquette Kathy Esser Sue Rheaume Dot Lortie 















































427-5176 218-7991 386-4523 265-3861 575-2837 626-6871 348-3803 478-0671 478-1940 
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Steve Lortie Kate McGrath Ann Marie Martin Sandy Wegrzyn Art Ferrara Jacqueline Kenny Alyssa Rhodes Susan Raimer 











427-4122 244-6051 206-1161 519-1056 348-5827 222-7285 896-9269 374-3348 


View Listings: Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. 
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Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home Sales Positions Available — Licensing Course 
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987 





VANTAGE 


Tees ed, | eS. cee 


Life revolves around the kitchen-it can become an art gallery, K I | C H+ = Ni 


repair shop, therapist's office, makeshift home office, or party | | | / 
central, where guests tend to gather. With decades of experience, ‘ CnCOUF ile rs 9 | Hc. 
KraftMaid helps people choose a kitchen based on how 

they'll actually use it. KraftMaid. Kitchens for the real living room. 


